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EU To Reevaluate Diplomatic Presence 
BR1904124796 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 
in English 18-24 Apr 9% pi8 


[Arucie by Rory Watson: “EU Reins In Expansion of 
Its Overseas Delegations | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The European Commussion has 
called a halt to the capansion of its diplomatic presence 
around the world. 


After a roller-coaster five years during which the 
number of overscas delegations almost doubled, the 
Commission 1s now represented in 126 Countries outside 
the Union stretching alphabeucally from Albania to 
Zimbabwe. 


This phenomenal expansion has been largely tuclled 
by the collapse of Communism, with offices opening 
throughout Central and Eastern Europe, in the Baluc 
States and increasingly in the former Soviet Union. 


But as the EU has lifted tts ambitions so ut has 
broadened its geographicas honzons. At the mstigation 
of the European Parliament, which specifically allocated 
funds m this year’s EU budget tor the purpose, the 
Commission ts opening representations im Nicaragua 
and Sn Lanka. One of its newest offices us in Hanon, 
where the staff moved into temporary premises only 
last week. 


But this rapid expansion has been achieved al a cost and 
its CONSeguences are How coming home to roost. 


Resources are thinly stretched and frequently respond to 
historical rather than current demands. Some member 
States harbour latent jealousy of the Commission's 
growing in’crnational stature, a tecling which explains 
why the tp officials in delegation offices are referred 
to as heads of delegation and not as ambassadors. 


But the greatest immediate challenge to the offices’ ac- 
tivities Comes from the Parliament. MEPs are threat- 
ening to cut 10 percent from the overseas representa- 
tions budget for 1996 unless the Commission intro- 
duces greater coherence into what has essentially been 
seen as haphazard rather than planned growth 


This comtaation of pressures has forced the Commis- 
sion to stop and take stack for the first ime of the giant 
it has spawned. Shortly before Easter, the decision was 
taken to freeze the opening of any more delegation of- 
fees and put on hold carler plans to estabiish new ones 
im Saudi Arata, Swrzecriand and Belarus 


Officials are now preparing to conduct an overall 
mvestiigaion of the Commission's external nctwork, 
weighing resources against needs. and are expected to 
agree to some restructuring of its ovetscas operations 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


The exercise 1s also likely to examine the degree of 
cooperation between the dciegations and EU member 
States’ embassies around the world 


Generally, member statics and the Commmsion now 
work well together as carlicr suspicion has diappeared 
There ate monthly coordination mectngs which are 
chaired by the EU country holding the presidercy, 
although ut is the Commussion which actually takes 
any trade imbatives. | fee! that our work 1s especially 
appreciated by smalicr EU countries, says one senior 
Commussion official 


The Commission resents allegations that 1 runs a lavish 
empire of overscas outposts. The total cost last year of 
its 126 delegations, with thew 600 full-ume stall and 
1.800 local agents, was 192 millon ecu - equivalent to 
0.25 percent of the EU's annual 8$-hillion-ccu budget 


The most prestigious 1s undouMedly Washington, ..1th 
4 total staff of 70, of whom a deven are tull-time 
Commission officials. Now run by Hugo Pacmen, who 
headed the EU negotiating team im the Uruguay Round 
of GATT world trade talks, its previous head was former 
Dutch Prime Minister Andreas Van Agt 


Next in rank come delegations in Moscow, Tokyo and 
increasingly, Being, although all pale in comparnson to 
the major embassies of the EU's larger states 


At the other end of the scale are a host of recently 
cteated representavions in Central and Eastern Europe 
and longer standing offices in African countnes such 
as Benin of the Gamma, where full-time staff numbers 
total less than a handful 


The pressures are equally great in complictcly new 
delegations such as the office in Han. Two senor 
ofheials, a trainee agronomit and four local staff 
are responsible for traditional diplomat tasks and 
the growing range of cconomic and commercial links 
between the Union and Vietnam which have been 
boosted by a new Cooperation agreement 


Pierre Amilhat, who took up his new post of Counselor 
last month, underlined the size of the task ahead, saying 
The Commission plans to spend 40 to SO milhon ecu 
annually for the next five years. The first EU/Victnam 
pont Commission will he estahished this autumn. Then 
there are are the trade questions and the need to develop 
a market-opening strategy, Not to Mention pont ventures 
and the fact that the European Investment Bank win 
soon start operating here 


The Commission delegations role as a link between 
the host country and the Union is regularly used by 
countless visitors from Brussels and clyewhere. with 
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a steady stream of Commissioners and scmor officials 
passing through the Washington and Tokyo offices. 


But the record for welcoming the greatest number of 
Commussioners in the shortest ume looks set to be taken 
by Pretoria. In the first half of next month, the delegation 
will play host to President Jacques Santer and his col- 
leagues Industry Commissioner Masun Bangemann and 
Edith Cresson, responsible for science and education, 
when they aticnd an information society conference. 


They will be preceded by Humanitanan Aid Commus- 
sioner Emma Bonino secking out opportunites for fish- 
ences cooperation and ACP Commissioner Joao de Deus 
Pinheiro, who is involved in negotiating a few partner- 
ship between the Union and South Africa. 


But the offices are not there for the exclusive use of 
Commussioners and thew officials. Increasingly they 
are ports of call for MPs secking help in arranging 
mectings with local representatives and organising visits 
tO specific projects. 


Britush Labour Euro MP Glenys Kinnock has visited 


several delegations, parucularly in Africa, over the past 
year. She pays generous tribute both to the respect the 
majonty of officials enjoy in the local communities and 
to the help they have given her. 


“I have generally been extremely impressed. When | 
was in the Sudan with Lord Plumb last year to gather 
information on human mghts, the delegation was very 
helpful and was clearly trusted by people who generally 
would not want to be seen talking openly to us,” she 
says. 


The offices also serve a centres for overseeing the 
way the Union's growing volume of humanitarian ad 
~ which reached almost 700 millon ecu last year - 1s 


spent on the ground. 


Over a third of this sum was destined for the former 
Yugoslavia and explains why the possibility of opening 
further delegations in the arca to follow the lead taken 
by Sarajevo has been excluded from the general freeze 
on new delegations. 


At the other end of the scale came the 23-million ecu 
programme supervised by the Commission's delegation 
im Port-au-Prince over the past two years to reconstruct 
Haiti's economy after the return to power of President 
Aristide 


The expansion of the Commission's overseas network 
and its humanitarian projects in dangerous parts of the 
world have. however, brought with them increasing 
concern for the physical safety of the staff involved and 
the security of the information held by the delegations 
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The former is more acute for offices in Laun America 
and a sumber of African countnes, the latter for those 
in Central and Eastern Europe and the former Sovict 
Union handling sensitive issues such a the Phare and 
Tacts projects. 


Each of the delegations round the world is given a safety 
raung and security systems are built in accordingly 
when new offices ae opened. These precautions came 
into their own when rencwed fighting broke oul in 
Libera last week and conungency plans were acuvated 
to ensure the safety of the four Commussion cxperis 
and thew families caught up in the hostilines. But on 
other occasions, the msks are considered too great and 
personnel is evacuated. 


The Commussion’s presence in the Gamtua had been 
drasucally scale! 4een, operavions in Somalia are run 
by officials who enter the country only for bnef spells, 
and the office in Algeria has been unmanned since the 
latest outhreak of fundaamentalist violence 


UN Deputy Secretary General Views Situation in 
Bosnia 


AU1904125596 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
I9VApr 9% pad 


{Report by Andreas Unterherger: “The United Nations 
Does Not Want To Resume Responsitility fer Bosma’} 


[FBIS Translated Text} New York — In an interview 
in New York, a very good balance of the transition 
from the UN blue helmets in Bosnia to NATO's IFOR 
[Implementation Force) was struck by UN Deputy 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, who ts responsible for 
it. Since the NATO troop took over all UN contracts 
— for example, with food supphers — TPFOR has been 
operational from the first day on. At the same time, the 
Ghanaian strictly protested against ideas that the United 
Nations should resume military responsibility tor Bosnia 
after the planned year of the [FOR mission. “That would 
be a very bad idea, he said in answer tc a question fromm 
DIE PRESSE. 


Kofi Annan is regarded as one of the most promuang 
cundidates for the post of UN secretary general if 
Butrus-Ghali were not to serve a second term. In the 
winter he succeeded the unfortunate Akush, special 
envoy for Bosnia, and, afier successful management, he 
has returned to the UN headquarters, where he has the 
supreme responsibility for all UN peace operations 


According to his assessment. an international peace 
force will also De necessary in Bosnia next year How- 
ever. ipstead of the currently 60,000 men, t could get 
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along with 25,200 to 90,000 men. Al any rate, the Amer- 
cans want % withdraw by all means. Immediatcly be- 
fore our intervew, Kofi Annan had a reievant confer- 
ence with a delegation of the U.S. chiefs of staff. There 
Annan advocated the continuation of the IFOR struc- 
ture, even if some participating troops are withdrawn. 
In the summer at the latest, the international Community 
will have to make a decision on i, he stressed tcward 
DIE PRESSE. 


In the interview, Kofi also vehemently advocated that 
pressure be put on the three Bosnian ethnic groups, “so 
that they regard Bosnia as thew home. Annan belicves 
that “the war is over,” bul warlike situations might arise 
in the Brcko areca. He senses great danger if the partes 
do not regard Bosnia as their joint home. If the Serhs 
unite in a greater Serbia and the Croats de something 
simular, there wil’ be the danger thal the remaining 
Muslim part becomes a “new Gaza” 


“All have to regard t as cconomically advantageous to 
stay in Bosnia.” The deputy secretary general consicers 
it “difficult, but not impossible” to achieve this objec- 
tive. At least he sees signals from the Serhs that they 
want to participate in all-Bosnian institutions after the 
clections. Kofi Annan knows, of course, that the im- 
plementation of these clections will be “very difficult. 
Therefore, he recommends again and again that ‘pres- 
sure” be put on Belgrade and Zagreb, so that the Bosman 
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Serhs and Croats decide in favor of Cooperation with the 
Muslims. 


However, he clearly rejects wdeas that the international 
community of states can force Bosma’s unity. ht 
must be cnticing 10 stay inside.” he sand, referring 
to the cconomc development to which, above all, 
the Europeans should commu themscives. He deplores 
especially the inatlity to mouvate the Serbs of Sarajevo 
to stay im the city after all districts had been handed 
over to the Bosnian Government, which 1s dominated 
by Muslims. It also set a bad cxample for the situation 
in castern Slavonia. There the return of the terrtones 
occupied by Serbs to Croatia is planned. However, 
Kofi Annan makes it quite clear: After two years, the 
territory will be completely reintegrated within Croatia” 


In May, the planned $,000-men troop is to be completely 
deployed in castern Slavonia. However, the deputy sec- 
retary general stresses that the UN Sccretanat General 
would have preferred a larger contingent after it had be- 
come clear that the IFOR troop would only be deployed 
in Bosnia, while the United Nations continues to be re- 
sponsible for the delicate issue of castern Slavoma. Al 
least, the UN troops there are now better armed than 
at the beginning in Bosnia, be sand. In June, a demili- 
tarization phase where both sides withdraw thea heavy 
weapons is to take place 





report may conta copynghted matenal Copymg and dissemination 
Lis pretubrted without permisssn of the copyright owners 














4 BENELUX 


Belgium 
Belgium: Interior Minister Blames France for 
Border Crime 


BRI904144996 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD 
im Dutch 18 Apr W p § 


[Report by Birgt Donker: “French Crime Threatening 
Belgum | 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Brussels — Belgian Interior 
Minister Johan Vande Lanotic ts scriously worned about 
ctossthsder criminality Comung from northern France. 
He says that “the situation is very unsafe im certam 
regions m sorhern France. which “constitute a threat to 
Belgium's domestic security. 


These statements we alicgedly included im a speech 
written by Vande Lanotie which someone will read at 
today’s munisterial mecting of the Schengen countries 
m the Haguc. At tus mectng France will officially 
announce that tt will continue tts Checks at the Belgian 
and Luxembourg borders pending agreements on motile 
border checks and on the ‘drugs issue. France ts 
worned about drugs from the Netherlands reaching 
France via Belgium. The Schengen Treaty, which came 
into effect last year, stipulates that border checks must 
he lifted 


The Belgian munister, who reportedly will not attend the 
mecting in the Hague and will have his speech read by 
someone cise, is now Mlarmung France. Vande Lanottc 
calis northern France “an operating base for criminals 
over which the authorities definitely have no control, in 
spite of Belgian efforts. Yesterday might, on the very 
eve of the Schengen mocting, large-scale border checks 
were cated out at the Belgian-French border. Onc 
thousand cars, mostly French, were stopped. A second 
senes of border checks will probably be carried out this 
afternoca 


The actions are mainly directed against northern French 
criminal gongs operating in the wealthy region cf 
Court, surnamed Planders’ Texas. There was no 
cooperanon with the French police dunng the border 
checks. According to Vande Lanotte, cooperation with 
France im this unsafe region 1s only possible if Belgian 
policemen have the nght to arrest suspects on French 
territory. Right now, they are only allowed to pursuc 
them. 


Referring to traffic controls at the Netherlands-Belgian 
border last weekend, Vande Lanotie emphasizes that 
police cooperation with the Netherlands is running 
smoothly: “This successful action clearly shows that, 


despite differences of opimon about national drug pol:- 
ores, police Cooperation with the Netherlands ts posshic 
and quite saccessful 
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French-Beigian tnchon 1s not the only problem whach 
is Casing a shadow on taday’s Schengen mocung 
There is also a conflat about the Netherlands drug 
policy between France and the Netherlands. Spain has 
also severely cripcized Belgaum because mt rcfuses to 
extradite a Basgue couple. Last February. a special 
Schengen mecting was called on the subject. The first 
angual report on Schenges’s operabon which will be 
discussed taday also shows that drug tournm has grown 
since the Schengen Treaty has come into effect, and that 
police cooperation could he further improved 


Belgium: Interior Minister on French Border 
Controls 

BRID0G064896 Brussels BRIN-TVI Televinon 
Network in Dutch 1740 GMT 18 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) (Begin recording) [Vande 
Lanotte, Wentitied as Belgian intcrice munister by screen 
capiion] We want to sccure the safety of our border 
region. We have tned to do this for a very long ume 
im Cooperahon with France, but there was no move 
im this direction from the French side. Hence we ac 
doing t now m our way through an mercased polioe 
and gendarmetic presence. Al the same time we say to 
France: We ate in the process of solving our problem 
The crime rate on our side of the border ts falling. If 
you 'oo want to act on your side of the border, then n 
wil, het zal] he on our terms and conditions 


[Unidentutied reporter! Contrary to the Schengen Agree- 
ment, the French are sull sticking to border controls to 
fight drug tourism, they clam. They no longer can count 
on Belgian Cooperation 


[Vande Lamotte} If they want to Cooperate with us, then 
our first condition 1s that we should he all.ywed to talk to 
[French] police officers who know what they are talking 
about. Thus with those police and gendarmes who know 
whom they have to talk to, hecause they too have two 
police services that do not cooperate. Second, that our 
polkoemen, when they are pursuing suspects across the 
border, can attest those suspects 


[Reporter! Belgium has now designed a border region 
plan to deal with crows border crime on its own 


[Vande Lanotte] This means that we have some 40 
checkpornts im the border region where gendarmes 
and police offers together, whenever there 1s a cries 
situation but also aft unanticipated times, can execute 
controls, Thus not at the border itself, not anticipated, 
hut al moments that nohody cupects it 


[Reporter} Anvhow. the French have understood the 
message very clearly: At the meeting of the Schengen 
countries in The Hague. the French monister sand that 
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border problems can be solved only through coopera- 
uon, not with harsh words. Yet France admutied that ut 
will continue to control us borders with Beigum and 


Luxembourg. fend recording] 


[Brussels RTBF-TV! Televison Network in French 
1730 GMT on 18 Apnl canes a recorded report on 
a news conference by Intenor Minister Vande Lanotic 
{Reporter Francois] “The internor munister cited the nice 
catch made by our police in Courtra: three weeks agu 
aS a mposte to the French, who. just one yea apo. 
accused the Belgians on not being capahic of infilwaun, 
drug groups operating from the Netherlands. The Frenc’) 
had used this alleged inahility of the Belgians as a9 
excuse to not apply the Schengen agreements af the 
Belgian border. Today the Belg’ an minister hit back. He 
confirmed, supported by statistics, that northern France 
constitutes a base for criminal activity in Belgium, and 
thus a threat to our security. Static border controls must 
he abandoned, he sand. They must be replaced by motile 
|visegende] borderchecks, just like in Belgium 


[Vande Lanotic] “The casicst controls for crimunals to 
avon are the organized controls. They we cxpected, 
one can prepare for them. Morcover the facts are 
known: Before the Schengen treaty was implemented, 
the crime rate in thal regoon was much higher than it 1s 
today. From the moment thal we got our act together, 
customs officials scized considerably more drugs than 
with static border checks. Why’ Because it no longer 
can be expected. With static border controls only, i ts 
absolutely certain that we would not have wrested five 
wanted individuals last night. 


[Frederique Francois} “ht should be noted that although 
all five individuals had an international arrest warrant 


pending. it had not hampered them from freely passing 
through French customs ~ 


Netherlands 


Netherlands: French Attitude on Drug lene 
Criticized 

BR1I904143396 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGALAD 
in Dutch 19 Apr OH pe 

[Eduornal: Dialogue With France |} 


[FBIS Translated Text) France is opening up its borders 
with Spain and Germany, while keeping those with 


BENELUX s 


Beiguem and Luxembourg closed. The reason 1s the 
conunued dissatistacuon with the Netheriands drug 
pohcy. French European Minister Barmocr made ut clea 
yesterday during a mectung of the Schengen mumisicts 
The Schengen Treaty’s mam purpose is to do away 
with common borders. The Netherlands, which holds the 
Schengen pressdency until | July, hopes that the treaty, 
which has already been enforced for all counties since 
26 March last year, will be fully wnplemented before 
the end of its term in office 


Yesterday's decision comes after a staiement two days 
carher in which the French Foreign Ministry praised 
good relations with th: Netherlands as co-founder of the 
EU and rencrated its promise to find a soluvon through 
dialogue and talks 


This shows that statements like that are im :act hollow 
Pans refuses to see that the Netherlands is alrea..y 
making cfforts to prevent drug inconvemence by taking 
acuon against both drug tourism and drug exports. ht will 
only be satishied when the Netherlands “harmonizes, 
L¢., gives up its reasonably successful drug policy 
and adopts the repressive and hardly successful French 
policy imstead 


Sometimes, countries which used to be a world power 
at some port in history find t hard to accept a situation 
in which they no longer ae. Such an attitude does not 
benctit France's credibility 
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UK: Major Urged to Call Kohl's Bluff on Single 
Currency 

MS2204094796 London THE TIMES in English 
22 Apr % pil 


[Arucle by George Brock: “Time for Britam to Call 
Helmut’s Bluff on Forging an lancer Euro-Clubd”] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] If the Brush insist on being 
difficult in Europe, our old fnead Jacques Delors sad on 
PANORAMA the other day. then the countnes which 
want to forge a federal Europe will have to go ahead 
on thew own. We will have to write a new Uealy 
without Britain, the former President of the European 
Commirson sad. 


Conunent, life, the universe and just about everything. 
He can afford to say out loud what Helmut Kohli, 
crxampic, mught be too tactful to mention when 
German leader drops im on John Major next Monday. 
France's European Affairs Minister, Michel Barnier, 
did, however, brands just that threat when his British 
opposite number, David Davis, was in Pans just after 
Easicr. 


will miss the bus, train, boat or plane should ask itself 
two questions how genuine are these threats? And how 
far can they go’ 


if the single currency on which Herr Kohl has staked 
his reputation starts in 1999. an inner EU caucus is 
born. Many Whitehall! officials fear this as the start of 
a nightmare scenario” 


Majority votes would bend the rules to allow between 
six and eight states to youn the single currency. Members 
of the monetary union create a new exchange-rate mech- 
anism for the rest of the EU which is voluntary, but built 
to make qualifying for the new currency zone almost 
impossiMy hard. “Out” currencies devalue or depreci- 
ate, tnggering accusations from the insiders of unfair 
competition. Using (or rather misusing) Article 101 of 
the EU weaty and sympathetic pudges in Luxembourg. 
Prance and its alles close the hard currency area to 
British exports. Business drifts away from the City of 
London and Japanese compames invest elsewhere. 


Mr Major's question to Herr Kohl should be: are you 
ready to risk destroying the EU? Ring-fencing a single 
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Currency zone Contaming only half the EU's current 
members could wreck the single maikct. Can German 
poluscians really Gevise a oc Suropean weaty whach 
docs not cul across the delicate wet of obhigabons 
by which Germany has already wed moclf wo all ms 
neighbours’ 


And thea raufy such a document in 1997 of 1998, during 
the crunch decisions on monctary union, as both France 
and Germany rus. up to general clections’ 


kt won't wash. A bluff sits there wasting Ww be called 
A British Prime Minister with nerve can tell Herr Kot! 
that. if the EU majonty wants the single currency and 
creeping federalism so badly. Britain wil! stick to the 
letter of all its mghts to take part in decisions and veto 
guarantees under the treaty. If Germany and France find 
this obstzucuve, then ict them solve the profiers of 
setting up shop all over again. Mr Major could rub salt 
into the wound by drawing Herr Kohl's aticnvon to a 
little-nouced fact: Labour 1s even less willing to accept 
a “flexible” EU run by an inner group than the Tones 
A change of governmem in London won't deliver a 


Will Mr Major teli Big Heimut al! thes’ Your guess 
HOt just as Bood as munc, it 1s Cxactly the same 


UK: Major Returns From ‘Difficult’ Visit to 
Russia, Europe 

LD2004164196 London PRESS ASSOCCATION 
in English 1629 GMT 20 Apr % 


{By Gavin Cordon and Amanda Brown in Moscow 


Political Staff) 
{[PBIS Transcribed Text] John Major flew hack onto 
Britain tomght after a difficult three-day visit to Eastern 


European capitals marked by party rows at home over 
tax and rebuffs from abroad 


The Prime Minister ented today's GS summer 
Moscow on nuclear safety with a meeting with US 
Presidem Bill Clinton dimmunated by the situation im 
Northern Ireland. 


Afterwards, although Mr Major praised the construc. 
tive” role played by Mr Clinton in the peace process. 
he acknowledged there was no sign that a renewed IRA 
ceasefire was imminent 


On Priday night. the Prime Minister fasied to secure « 
lifting of the European ban on British beet at a meeting 
with Germany's Chancellor Helmut Kohl. French Pres. 
ident Jacques Chirac, Malian Presndent Lamberto Dom 
and EU President Jacques Santer 
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Although he «sted thew talks had been ‘very worth- 
while’. he sa‘ ‘here would have to be further acgoua- 
voms acat week by EU agriculture menisters 


Esher. a a mectng eth Russian Communnt Paty 
leader and premdential clechon Campaign front-runncr 
Gennadiy Zyuganov. be receiwiad a Curl warming act to 
imerfere m Russia's internal affuers 


Mr Zyuganov had been angered by reramks made by 
Mr Major after a Britush embassy reception which be 
saw as favounng Prowdenmt Boris Yeltsm om the clechon 
comiest. 


ht appeared symptomatic of a tip whech began with Mr 
Major having to telephone tus old leadershap challenger 
John Redwood mn Braan -_: patch up a public row which 
threatened to reopen divissoas hetween the Tory ieft and 
nent 


The former Welsh Secretary had flared up after « was 
reported the Pome Minister comsadered his demands for 
tak Cuts were ‘reckless and willy — a clam Mr Major 
demed. 


Despite the diffoultees, the Prome Minester icft Moscow 
m an uphcat mood. emphasising the healthy state of the 
ecomomy 

lnflatxa was low, unemployment was falling aod mort- 
gage tatcs @ thew lowest level since the catly 19th 
when ‘the Beatles were top of the charts with thew 
record | Fee! Fine 


Look .« some of the things that ave happening, he told 
journalsts I don't Gnnk there ts any dow whatsoever 
a# the inoment that life is petting better im the United 


Kinguborn 


UK: Clarke Views International Multilateral Debts 
MS/9)4115496 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 19 Apr OH p 16 


[Article by Kenneth Clarke, United Kengdom Chancet- 
lor of the Exchequer: “Time to take action on det’ | 


[FPBIS Transcrited Text] Next week im Washington 
finance ministers have a chance to make real progress 
m solving the det protiems that cripple some of the 
poorest cconomes mm the world At the spring mectings 
of the Interm and Development Commutices of the 
International Monetary Pund and the World Bank the 
munusters will address the issue of de owed to the 
multilateral institutions 


The imternational financial institutions themselves now 
a knowledge that there is a problem affecting a signit- 
cant gumber of countries. Newt work. | will be urging 


UNITED KINGDOM 7 


my colicagucs both thal we seed to address of and that 
we have the mcams to do so 


Why has the Brush goveramem atahed sw much 
umportance to solving the mululatcral deci protiem of 
these countnes’ Unul the middie of the IRs. Sc 
wmcrasional Communsy thought thal the dce™ ,« mcr 
was onc of lguadsty - al! that was sooded was tem fo 
pay 


But then the realmavon dawacd that 1 was unrcaletx 
cver to Capect some Countncs to pay thee dct mm 
full. By mamtaimng the fichon that in the end the dct¥ 
burden was sustamabic, we were downg both the dcMors 
and thew creditors a gross disservice 


The imtcrastional Community began to recognise that 
the hest way to help both creditors and deMors was to 
reduce the size of the de™ overhang to a pout where 
deMor countnes could sce an can from continous 
rescheduling 


That 1s why the Brosh government has boen on the bead 
m advocating decisive action by Mlateral creditors. As 
chancellors, both Nigel Lawson and then John Mayr 
set about enhancing the terms of the dchate on the dem 
of the poorest countnes from continuing rescheduling 
to reduction of dem 


That culminated im the Pans Club of officsal creditors 
agrocing at the end of 1994 to write off up to 67 per cent 
of the deM stock of the poorest, most indeMed countries 
This hecame known as Naples Terms 


But bilateral des are only part of the story for many of 
these countries. As the candidates for Naples treatment 
cmerged wt hecame clear that for some there was 
an imsuperaMc roadhiack: thew levels of det to the 
multilateral were so high that Milateral relet alone Could 
not assure an cut from the rescheduling prowess. The 
imternational financial community lacked a key weapon 
im its strategn armoury 


That is what seat week's discussor. are about how 
to ensure that, for Countries which can qualify, we can 
deal with the total deM protiem. Total is the key 
word im this contest. There is no such thing as 4 partial 
cut, Ways of putting des owed to the multilateral 
development hanks and the IMF lending that was 
supposed to promote development, not choke i - on to 
4 sustamnaMc Pass ate coscntial if we are to deliver 4 
sustamnaMe solution 


1 very much welcome the general lines of the proposals 
that Jim Wolfensotn, World Bank president. and Mu he! 
Camdeswus, IMF managing director, have now put 
forward to tackle the problem. This ts a good response 
te the call for achhen from last autuma’s Development 
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Commuttce. | do not agree with every detail of the 
proposals, and there 1s much to discuss. But | am cleer 


momulised. The IMF has reserves that can be used, 
and the sale of a modest amount of gold would 
generate sufficient income to set rts Enhanced Structural 
Adjustment Facility on to a self-financing basis and 
merease ms concessionality. The World Bank has nct 
moome on which to draw 


If a country can demonstrate that necessary Commitment 
to reform, thes I beleve i ts imcumbent on us - the 
sharcholders in the international financial institutions 
- to offer them a4 genuine prospect that they can 
escape from the legacy of past musmanagement. As a 
finance munister, | know that hard choose are unpopular 
As a politician, | know that hard chowes with ao 
Prospect of any return within a reasonaMe time-frame 
are wndeliveradic 


There 1s now a world consensus that market reforms ac 
the only way to deliver economa growth. Many previ- 
ously poor developing countries are showing the way 
Throughout the world there 1s agreement that private 
Capital ws the engine of growth. In the competition to 
attract motile capital, those who deregulate lheralise 
and staPilise are winning out But the poorest countnes 
with unsustainame deM overhangs cannot even begin to 
enter this competion 


We cannot afford to let those counties which we 
willing to embrace the nght reforms fail even to reach 
the staring line — to be excluded from effective 
parvcipation im the works coonomy 


That will be the consequence if we do not offer 
a seneiic strategy to cunt from the legacy of det 
overhangs. And that is why | will he putting the need 
to move from analysis of mululateral de™ proMems 
to aches to sort them out at the top of my agenda in 
Washington over the neu few days 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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UK: Sinn Fein-Protestant Clergy Dialogue Revealed 
MS22046110096 London INDEPENDENT om English 
22 Apr % p3 


[Report by Daved McKatinck: “Protestam Clergy Reveal 
Dialogue Wath Sinn Fen’) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) Leading Protestant clergymen 
have for the past sx years heen involved ca confidential 


polsucal and religious discusmons with scmot repuh- 
Cans including the presadent of Sinn Fews, Gerry Adams 


Many of those involved i the cxcrowse Oeheve the talks 
which began in 199) and ate shill continuing. played 
4 significant partl in convincing repuPincams to sicer 
towards the IRA ceasciire of August 1994 


During the period involved Sinn Fein policy has teen 
adjusted to take comsderaMy more account of the nghts 
of Protestants and Unionists. Last month, a summer of 
speakers at Sinn Fein's annual conference alluded to 
such contacts and stressed thei importance 


The long-running contact has been conducted m con 
dmonms of some secrecy, gencrally taking place mm a 
monastery im the Falls Road district of west Belfast 


Among the prime movers were Fr Alex Rew and Fr 
Gerry Reynolds, two Redemptorist priests based at the 
monastery and the Rev Ken Newell, a south Belfast 
PresPhyterian minister 


Today the contacts, which survived the Preakdown of 
the IRA ceasefire in February, involve up to 10 Protes- 
tamt clergy and lay people. They remain a sensitive meue 
as many Protestants dinapprove of any links with repur- 
cams 


Some members of the group, including the two priests. 
have also for some years heen im contact with leading 
figures im cxtreme loyalist paramilitary grows The 
contacts are descrited by Mr Newell im a hook to he 
published this week, THE FIGHT FOR PEACE, and im 
a Channel 4 DISPATCHES programme to he Nroadcast 
on Wednesday 


In an unprecedented tribute to Mr Adams from a 
Protestant clergyman, Mr Newell sand “There s 2 wide 
of him that is very reflective and warm, and he deeply 
Neheves peaple should he together and not apan 


The Sinn Fem pressdent attended the talks on a regular 
bases for several years, hefore sugpeetemge the corcle 
should he widened to involve other memhers of Senn 
Fon. They sow involve figures from the Church of 
Ireland and the Preshyterian and Methodist hur hes 


Mr Newell sand that mm 199). after 18 momtin of talke 
the Protestants revolved came to he Comvemeed that Mr 
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Adam and Ge other ropubbcans were scnous about 
peace. He descrihed the Sina Fon pressdent as orgimally 
emotonally drytant but sad he developed a growing 
respect for the Presbyterian and Protestant tradmons. 


As the talks wont on, sand Mr Newell, the Protestants 
com luded that the Sinn Fran members had a aew agenda 


and were genwncly looking for peace 


UK: Industry “Gearing Up’ for October General 
Blection’ 

MS2204105896 London THE GUARDIAN im English 
22 Apr % pi; 


[Report by Simon Beaves and Larry Elliott: “CBI Secks 
Neutral Stistus | 


[PBIS Tramcrited Text} The CBI (Confederation of 
Briwh industry] « gearing tiscli up for a possible 
(ktoher gencral clection by drawing up a manifesto 
of husiness demands deugneed to rmmunne business 
against the capected Jerty camy magn 


Leaders of the normaliy Conservative-leaming employ- 
cts organisation are race fo a perod of uaprece- 
dented mud siimging im ux run-up to polling day and 
ae antious to stand back from the political fray by 
adopting an attstude of studied neuwality 


The manifesto eal! outhne the CBI's por.con on a range 
of semetive issucs including taxation, inflation targets. 
Europe. the munimum wage. employment issues and 
poly for emall and modium- sized firms. ht is also 
kelly to call for an independent Bank of England to 


cnsure fw control of uflabon 


Although CBI meaders say the agenda may be more 
m tome with Tory poly, there will he much shared 
grownd with Labour on key msues, notably transport 
poly. mvestment and the aced for hetter education and 
traiming 


CBI dwectee general Adaw Turner has attempted to play 
an even hand im the moreasingly fervid pre-election 
hatthe But he has ransed some eyebrows on the CBI with 
recent speeches, particularly on pay and job insecurity 
which have allowed Labour to present the CBI as 
morveng its way 


Tomnerrow he will he the keynote speaker at a Labour 
comference to launch the party's industrial pol y which 


UNITED KINCDOM 


will be opened by Tony Blaw and addressed by Gordon 
Brown and Margaret Beckett 


However, the deputy prome munistcr,. Mochacl Hesclunc 
has been a regular visttor to Cone Pront over the 
past few months as he prepares the grows’ for the 
Goverament’s turd competiuveness © hetc Paper. duc 
oul someume in Junc 


The CBI has began 4 secrics of Commision wrth 
regronal memes to tune the Pusiness manifesto which 
it wants to publish wa july after ot has been finally cleara’ 


by is governing council 


One marked change since the last general clecthon will 
be the CBI's attitude to Burope. Abcad of the 1992 poll 
when Britan was sill a member of the cxchange atc 
mechanism, tig Pusinecss saw a ingle curtery a the 
mevitablc pcx! step 


However, the cconomi recovery since Black Wodnes 
day has meant CBI members are now much more wep 
cal about the proposed heacfits of monctary union, and 
will adopt a wart-and-see approach 


Ome official sand the sdca Dehend the carly release of 
the document was to avoid ravitations to endorse erther 
the Conservatives or New Labour, het to have a series 
of clear demands ready well in advance of polling and 
allow the partics to declare which they supported 


Tomorrow's Labour conference will comcwe with the 
latest quarterly CRI Industrial Trends survey, which 
will show that manufacturing orders and output have 
remained slagna« over the past three months 


UK factornes have recently been mecting demand trom 
thew large stockpiles of goods built up ‘at year, but 
the CBI will stress that the robust performance of the 
service sector should drag manufacturing out of the 
doldrums over the Coming months 


Retailing, in particular, has been boosted by a rive 
consumer spending. and Andrew Burton, the head of 
the CBI's cconomic situation commutes and chairman 
of Barclay’s Bank, will argue that not all 1s doom and 


gloom 





report may conta copynghed maternal Copying are! dicserminaty © 
eo protehvted evthew permssen of the Copyright ceners 











10 GERMANY 


Germany: Fimance Minister Optimistic About 
World Economy 

LD2204105596 Berlin N-TV in German 

1000 GMT 22 Apr 9% 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt} The finance ministers and 
central bank heads of the seven largest Western indus- 
trial nations, G-7, expect to see a recovery in the world 


economy during the course of this year. [passage omut- 
led | 


[Begin recording} (Unidentfied correspondent] After the 
G-7 meeting. the German participants gave a positive 
evaluation: more stability as a result of better crisis 
management; inflauion control as a result of long-term 
low interest rates; and optimism about growth. 


[Finance Minister Theo Waigel] The current slowdown 
im economic growth is a break in growth and not a 
recession. The fundamentals, which conunue to be good, 
speak in favor of this, as does the low level of inflation 
worldwide, the low interest rates, and the extensive 
normalization of interest <ates. 


Second, budgetary consolidation [reducing the budget 
deficit] has to be continued. Credible efforts in this area 
will contribute to higher growth and new jobs. [end 
recording} [passage omitted] 


Germany: Study Warns Against Hasty NATO 
Expansion 


AU2004171096 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
20 Apr 96 pS 


[Report by Ramer Ziteman: “NATO Discussion Should 
Be Quicted Down" } 

{[FBIS Translated Text] The West should quiet down 
the debate on NATO's castward expansion, at least un- 
ul chances of a consensus on the matter can be discerned 
within the alliance, says a study entitled “NATO's East- 
ward Expansion” produced by the Political and Current 
Affairs Academy of the Hanns Seidel Foundation. 


The authors of the study point out the difficulties within 
NATO on reaching a decision on this matter, as well 
as Americ) ) differences of opinion. In view of these 
difficulties, it 1s difficult to imagine any decision on such 
a complex topic being reached within the foreseeabic 
future, they say. In fact, the “constant speculation on 
NATO's eastward expansion” is merely drawing Russia 
and the West further apart. (ius making it difficult to 
include Russia in the international solving of problems. 


The main difference between the Russian and US. 
debates on this topic is that no single opinion has 
been reached in the United States, whereas in Russia. 
NATO's castward expansion is viewed almost univer- 
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sally as a threat to Russian security. There are also clear 
indications that the debate on NATO's castward expan- 
sion is stengthening the “Eurasian” component of Rus- 
sian politics. 


Says the study: “Under these circumstances, a gencral 
opening of NATO would entail msks that are hardly de- 
fensisle. One must imagine the effect on Russian pub- 
lic opimion caused by, say, an entry to NATO by the 
Balkan countnes with thew considerable Russian ethnic 
minorities, the protecuon of whom is a specific com- 
ponent of Russian mulstary doctrine.” Although possible 
NATO membership by the central European nations of 
Poland, Czech republic, Slovakia, and Hungary is on the 
agenda night now, Russia's greatest concern is that the 
acceptance of these countries to NATO would automat- 
ically smooth the path to NATO for the Baluc countries 
and some CIS countries. 


In addition, the Russians fear that they could lose 
control of the extremely important armaments markets 
in the former Warsaw Pact countries and that NATO's 
cxpansion to Russia's borders would cause a fa- 
reaching and expensive alternation of defense concepts, 
which would strain the budget further. 


The West, on the other hand, is faced with the dilemma 
that a Russian nght of veto in NATO decisions might 
nm be accepted and that the security interests of the cen- 
tral European countries would also have to be consid- 
ered. The authors of the study view the Partnership for 
Peace [PFP] concept mainly as an attempt to buy time. 
“By placing the NATO membership candidates in the 
PFP waiting room, the decisionmakers in Washington 
hope to link these countnes to NATO without simulta- 
neously jeopardizing the increasingly unsteady Russian 
reform course by means of measures that would merely 
add wind to the sails of the anti-reformers.” Whilst the 
Clinton administration is clearly in support of NATO's 
castward expansion, the American “strategic commu- 
nity” [previous term im English} — that 1s, the circles 
of professional observer. — is becoming increasingly 
skepucal. But unlike in Russia, this topic has hardly pos- 
sessed any significance among American public opinion 
$o far. 


Germany: G-7 Summit Called Yeltsin ‘Election 
Circus’ 

AU2104195196 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 20 Apr 96 p4 


[Commentary by Josef Joffe: “An Election Circus for 
Boris] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Anyone secking to define a 
specific date as a watershed, at least a symbolic one, 





report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 








FBIS-WEU-96-078 
22 April 1996 


could very well choose ths weekend, when the hig 
counties of the western world, the G-7. are mecting 
with a former big country of the castern world, Russia, 
in Moscow. 


Nothiag could dramatize the tanslormation more 
clearly than the agenda. In dozens of East-West sum- 
mits dunng the Cold War, the ghost of World War 
Il was the most powerful, albert invisible, parucipant. 
Since the 1950's, all these summuts have concentrated 
on one and the same issuc: how to dampen down 
the confrontation and prevent a duci. Consequently, 
one discussed the separauon the military blocs im 
Europe, “hotlines.” and the reducvion of deadly nuclear 
weapons. 

What about this Saturday’ The subject here ts not “my 
weapons, your weapons.” nor is it Lenin's notorous 
question of “who defeats whom. The subject here ts 
no longer one side's threats against the other, but the 
joint threats faced by both sides. In other words, the 
subject is illegal trade in nuclear bomb maternal, which 
terrorists and fringe countries like Libya and Irag are 
after, as weil as the safety of nuclear reactors and a 
total stop to nuclear tests. 


That is the agenda, and the required declarations have 
already been drafted. They are all meant to symbolize 
a new world in which the enemucs of yesterday jon 
forces in order to overcome the dangers of today and 
tomorrow, which threaten them jointly. And that ts 
good. It is a sign of hope for all those old enough 
to remember the Berlin and Cuba crises, the “neutron 
bomb,” and Pershings. 


However, there is always “another side in realpolituk. 
This “G7 plus 1° summut is setting aside for the me 
being a quite different yet equally concrete worry — the 
dutous reclection of Russian President Boris Yeltsin. 
Yeltsin's plan is straghtforward. He 1s inviting the 
world's most photographed men to Moscow and proving 
to his voters two things: First, that the smaller and infirm 
Russia is sull “Mr. Big” in world politics, and second, 
that if he, Yeitsin, 1s surrounded and courted by the big 
men of this world, he can show his voters that he ts 
the only man who can prevent Russia from collapsing 
ito ts former isolavon. The silent message is: Vote for 
the communist Zyuganoy (currently top in the opimon 
polls), and you vote for ostracism and poverty. 


This is a game for power in Russia in which the 
Big Seven, especially the United States and Germany, 
we participating with glee We have accepted and 
understood this, a western diplomat in Moscow has 
sad anonymously. Quite simply, the objective ts to 
make sure Yeltsin 1s reclectad on 16 June 
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But is this the mght policy’ Both Bull Chiten and 
Chancellor Kohl have mutually agreed to pursue a 
Yeltsin above everything” linc. But by so doing, they 
have pushed the genuine reformist candidate Grigory 
Yaviinskiy to the sidelines, even though Yavilinskiy, a 
credible champion of the free market and democrat, 
deserves much more western sympathy and clectoral 
support. After all, Yeltsin 1s making more and more 
gaffes. The Chechen war was his idea. So 1s the steady 
attempt to erect a new Russian power structure on top 
of the old Soviet foundations. So 1s the centralization of 
power in the Kremlin, as one can now judge from the 
television monopoly during the clechon campaign. 


Bul the motto “better to have the devil because we 
already know him” ts an old weakness of Russian 
peliucs. Another problem this weekend 1s the fact that 
the summit’s two topics — clecuon support for Yeltsin 
and nuclear salety — are exerung fmction upon cach 
other. If Clinton, Kohl, and Chirac chat to thei “tnend 
Boris, they will have to say a few very serious words 
to him. 


Bill Clinton himself should ask Yeltsin: “What do you 
really think of nuclear safety” Right now there are 
some 900 facilives on cx-Soviet territory where bomb- 
grade material is stored — about 100 metre tons of 
plutonium and 1,200 metric tons of uranium, cnough for 
$0,000 nuclear weapons. Clinton should present Yeltsin 
with a report by the U.S. Auditing Commission saying 
that 1,400 metric tons of this material are “exposed to 
theft.” And then Yeltsin should tell him: “What exactly 
have you dene with the moncy our Congress gave you to 
destroy these stockpiles” Yes, the US. Senate approved 
$400 million for this purpose 


No one knows for sure what has happened to this 
moncy. But at least one Washington think tank has just 
released a study saying that the Senate's moncy has been 
spent on more things than just rendering bomb-grade 
maternal harmless. Therefore, Chancellor Koh! should 
remind his fnend Boris Yeltsin of Germany's desire 
that all the plutonmum recovered as a result of nuclear 
disarmament should be placed at the IAEA's disposal 


Yeltsin is bound to repeat a request for financial and 
cconomec and at thes summit. But if he does, Clinton 
and Koh! should tell him that if he os as bankrupt as 
he clams, how did he finance his war in Chechnya, of 
how did he pay for the giant new military complies in 
the Urals about which Moscow has refusing to divulge 
any information to the United States’ But the West 
itself must ask the most urgent question meht now 
Where should one get the $4 billion which the G-7 have 
promised Ukraine so that tt can shut dows Chernoh yi 
hy the year 2000" 
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In the meanume, Kiev has reapplied some penile 
blackmail. President Kuchma, who is also present in 
Moscow, wants another $1 billion. But in fact he wants 
more. He wants the West to show that i ts true to him 
so that he can fulfill the role that has been vested in him. 
He wants to be part of the informal opposing coalition 
that the West has prepared to counteract Russia should 
thal country allempt to expand its influence again. 


So the curcle closes. The weekend summut in Moscow is 
meant to symbolize a new world and a new Community 
way of thinking. But as long as Countries continue to 
exist, the “old” way of thinking will also continue to 
exist, as Thucydides wrote in the “Peloponnesian War.” 
This old way of thinking involves what 1s “mine” and 
what is “yours,” 1 involves security agaist old interests. 
ht does not involve just “us.” 


The West wants to see Yeltsin reelected, but it also 
wants a strong Ukraine, an end to the Chechen wa, 
and Russian disarmament and self-denial. Above all, 
it wants close control over hundreds of metric tons of 
bomb material. That is why Clinton, Kohl, and Chirac 
must give their friend Yeltsin a nudge as soon as the 
storm of flashbulbs has subsided. Will they have the 
courage to do so? They should. Even if Zyuganov wins, 
he cannot march forward into the Soviet past, for the 
Soviet past contains nothing but poverty. isolation, and 
degradation. 

Germany: Stoiber Rejects Claims of Accord With 
Prague 

AU 1904143096 Berlin DIE WELT in German 

19 Apr 9% po 


[Report by Hannes Burger: “Stoiber: “No Treaty With 
Prague Without the Sudeten Germans’ ”] 


(FBIS Translated Text} Munich — Bavarian Minister- 
President Edmund Stoiber (Christian Social Union 
[(CSU]), as the protector of the Sudeten Germans, 
expressed outrage and anger in an interview with 
DIE WELT about the way in which the issue of 
Crech-German reconciliation is currently being treated 
in terms of contents and procedures. In no way can 
he accept “that the Czech side is launching statements 
that decisive changes have been achieved and that 
the agreement is basically already adopted.” Equally 
unacceptable is the statement by Free Democratic 
Party Secretary General Westerwelle that this is “a 
tig breakthrough and success of the foreign minister,” 
without having any details about the alleged substantive 
changes since the discussions of the coalition round on 
20 December. 


“i DER SPIEGEL then claims that I have agreed to 
that.” Stoiber said. “the whole thing gets a very had 
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taste, because nether Theo Waige!l nor I have been asked 
about this specifically — this 1s an extremely unpleasant 
process.” After all, first one must sce what 1s there, 
Stoiber said, “then one can talk about whether this 1s 
sufficient. Just because I do not run through Munich and 
protest loudly with a megaphone, one cannot conclude 


that | agree.” 


The Bavarian Government and the minister-president 
insist mainly on two preconditions. Stoiber: “First, 
certain basic posiuons must be adopted regarding the 
material contents of an agreement, namely truth, clarity, 
and openness about the common history of the expulsion 
of the Sudeten Germans from Czechoslovakia dunng the 
postwar period. Second — and | think this ts parucularly 
importam’ — one must also .ulks with the affected 
people themselves during this process of reconciliation.” 
He is available as a moderator at any time, he said. 


Of course. formally, the German and the Czech Gov- 
ernments are responsible for talking about reconciliation 
and for preparing statements or treaties. “In the end, we 
will have an agreement that is concluded by the Federal 
Government on the German side,” Stoiber said “but this 
does not work without Munich nor without including 
the Sudeten Germans in this process — not only via 
their protector or via unofficial contacts, but officially 
at the highest level.” 


The German-Czech relationship is doubtlessly difficult, 
the minister-president admitted. Certainly, there are ex- 
cellent economic relations — in particular with Bavaria 
-— and also a number of good personal contacts with in- 
dividual politicians in the Czech Republic. © Basically. 
however, there is always the question, Storber said. 
“of how the Czech Republic is dealing with its past and 
what is its attitude toward the Sudeten Germans, who 
were driven out of Czechoslovakia.” 


Even though the Sudeten Germans “have reached out 
their hands for reconciliation” since 1950 “and have 
always — renouncing violence, terror, and riots — 
presented their concerns constructively, the Czech 
side has so far refused even just to talk with the 
representatives of the Sudeten Germans to exchange the 
different positions, Stoiber notes regretfully: “However, 
a process of reconciliation cannot take place over the 
heads of the affected people, otherwise, all prepare’ 
Statements of the two parliaments are of little use. Nor 
may it be a disadvantage for the Sudeten Germans that 
they have been prepared for reconciliation for 45 years. 


Such difficult issues of balance and reconciliation bhe- 
tween two nations cannot he moved and pushed forward 
with the launch of reports. but “only with openness and 
clarity if there is something to talk about — or by being 
quiet if there is nothing to talk about” He does not want 
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to compare the Czechs and Sudeten Germans with the 
Israchs and Palestimans or with the Croats, Serbs, and 
Muslims, but, according to Storber, 1 must still hold 
ruc: “If even hosule groups and navons talk to cach 
other in the end to come to an appropriate balance and 
peace, then it is incomprehensibie for me and also not 
right under international law that this problem here 1s 
supposed to be solved without including the Sudeten 
Germans, who are the affected people, in the process of 
reconciliauion and Coming to terms with history.” 


Regarding the content of a joint agreement, he has 
always made his basic position clear, Stoiber said, 


namely “that the Czechs must accept thei history just 
as other peoples do and that :cconciliation can develop 
only on the basis of a joint assessment of historical 
facts and truths. It is a fact that the expulsion of the 
Sudeten German ethnic group from Czechoslovakia, as 
a form of ethnic cleansing, was an act of inyustice and 
cannot be declared just by anything. The crimes that 
were committed regarding the expulsion cannot simply 
be declared legal through any statement, law, or some 
decree, as this was done in the Amnesty Law of 8 May 
1946. 


In the view of the Bavarian muinister-president, the 
Potsdam Agreement does not make the expulsion a legal 
act, either. It cannot be used as justification or even 
as a legal basis for the expulsion, which had already 
begun before it. Stotber: “We will never accept this’ 
If we do not come to a moral assessment that the 
expulsion as such as unjust, if we do not come to a clear 
distancing form the Amnesty Law and to the acceptance 
of some kid of might to home and settlement of those 
who were expelled, then there is no port in putting 
the German-Crech relationship on a new basis. These 
preconditions must simply be fulfilled if reconciliation 
is to he successful.” 


In his view, the juridical form and terminology of 
the distancing from the ‘amnesty laws” is not the 
decisive point, but “a declaration of intent by the 
Czech Government and the Czech Parliament that they 
completely distance themselves from that in terms of the 
contents. For me, the main thing is not that these laws 
are rescinded by a formal legislative act,” Stoiber said. 
‘For me it ts decisive to make it clear also for the legal 
awareness of the people in Germany and in the Czech 
Republic and of the Sudeten Germans themselves that 
such crimes and offenses regarding the expulsion cannot 
he declared legal and valid.” By clearly distancing itself 
from this event, the Czech side must signal “that it wants 
a few start and that it realizes the pain and the injustice 
that was commutted against the Sudeten Germans ~ 


GERMANY 3 


When the Sudciten Germans insisted that they had sut- 
fered great injustice through the expulsion, the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] and the govern- 
ments of Brandt and Schmidt accused them for years of 
being Cold Warnors and of just hindering the process 
of detente. “At thal ume, it was suggested thal the ex- 
pulsion was justified by the German crimes against the 
Czechs,” Stoiber criucizes and makes ut clear’ “We ac- 
cept the historical responsibility that we Germans have 
as a result of the fact that, under Hitler, crimes were 
committed in the German name against the Czechs and 
the Slovaks. However, of course, these cremes under 
Hitler are no justification for the crimes agamst the 
Sudeten Germans” 


Only in connecuon with the cxpulsions and cthan 
cleansing in Yugoslavia has the concern of the Sudcten 
Germans once again entered the awareness of the 
SPD and the Greens, who have now stopped calling 
them ulvareacuonaries and preveniers of any kind 
of reconciliation. Storber: “However, one cannot deal 
with the issue in the way that Mrs Vollmer now 
suggests, either: The Germans were so lucky with the 
consequences of World War Il and reconciliation that 
one should now finally pump over one’s own shadow 
and make concessions to the Crechs. After all, one 
cannot simply balance the injustice that was Commutted 
against the Sudeten Germans with reunification’ 


Stoiber recalled that he has always made ut clear that 
countries that want to belong to the community of 
peoples of the EU also have to put thei relations with 
thew neighbors in order: “The acceptance of the Cvech 
Republic into the EU, which | want just as much as 
that of Hungary, Poland, Slovenia, of Slovakia, should 
im no way be burdened with open questions regarding 
the legality of the expulsion and the crimes Commutted 
in this regard.” Furthermore, this includes the Sudeten 
Germans’ right to their homes — at least the homes of 
those who really lived through this ume — and keepong 
the questions periaiming to property issucs open 


“No German Government can dispose of the Sudeten 
Germans’ individual mghts, Storher sand) Within the 
framework of a jount fund, the youth-cachange program 
and the care for cultural monuments could be included, 
and also compensation for hardship cases among the 
Czech and Sudeten German victims from the period of 
the Nazi rule and the expulsion. The Sudeten Germans 
are also of the view that such questions are not in the 
foreground for reconcihation, “but one cannot simply 
draw a line in the way the Cvechs demand now 


The muinister-president considers it extremely pertid 
ous if it 1s now disseminated thal an agreement has 
heen reached bul that one just wants to want for the 
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elections in the Czech Republic and the Whitsun mect- 4a Whitsun mecting there 1s deceiving himself. Stoiber: 
ing of the Sudeten Germans in Germany before these Reconciliation cannot be pursued with such ticks; 
2ssues are made public. “Anyone who believes that he = must grow on the broad agreement of everyone involved 
can pursue politics in this way abuses the trust in pol- — even if not all the concerns of the Sudeten Germans 
iucs,” Stoiber says with conviction. And anyone who = can be protected in this way. 

believes thal one can keep such basic questions out of 

public debate because clecuons are approacyjing here and 
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France: Agriculture Minister Views Mideast Peace 
Issues 


LD2104231196 Paris TF-1 Television Network 
in French 1650 GMT 21 Apr 96 


{Interview with Philippe Vasseur, French munister of 
agriculture, fisheries, and food, by Anne Sinclair; from 
the “Sept sur Sept” program — live] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Sinclair] Good evening to 
you. Good evening Philippe Vasseur. 


[Vasseur] Good evening. 


{Sinclair} You are the minister of agriculture, fisheries 
and food. [passage omitted] 


Philippe Vasseur, you are the minister dealing with the 
mad cow crisis. You reacted fast, and we will make 
a comprehensive assessment of the situation in a few 
minutes’ time. 

However, to start with, | will ask you what is your 
reaction to other events as a government munister, as 
a member of the government: the crisis in the Middle 
East, the peace efforts, and the Isracli operation which 
turned into a tragedy for Lebanese civilians. [passage 
omitted } 

According to the latest reports — and you will have de- 
tails in Claire Chazal’s newsreel at 2000 — a cease-fire 
is being jointly considered by Jerusalem and Damas- 
cus. Shim'on Peres has offered a truce in the fightung 
and talks after the truce to see in what conditions peace 
and a cease-fire may take place. U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher has left Jerusalem for Damascus to 
try to negotiate the end of the hostilities. 


Philippe Vasseur, let us discuss the war before we 
discuss peace, the war and the horrendous siaughter 
in Qana. Do you believe that was done by mistake — 
this is what Isracl claims — or do you say: This is 
unforgivable, Israel must have known what risks the 
shelling entailed since it had boasted about its precision 
only a few hours cartier. 


[Vasseur] | do not know. The last thing | will do ts pass 
judgement. My judgement would necessarily be partial 
and subjective. | believe that, however legitimate a 
cause may be, it never justifies the massacre of innocent 
people. Whatever the reason behind this mistake, this 
unfortunate mistake — | am not quite sure which it is 
~~ this is not acceptable. What | am saying is true for 
the terrorists and for what has just happened in Isracl. 
The only prospect one may want right now ts a peace 
prospect. What is certain ts that when hatred comes in 
response to hatred, it leads to this kind of tragedy. 


FRANCE 1s 


[Sinclasr) In your opimon, us this Istach operation in 
Lebanon a faux pas, is it a war for nothing? 


[Vasseur] In any case | think ut is a mistake. A mustake 
is fraught with consequences. I think that ut has been 
a painful me for international opimon, and ut has 
probably somewhat modified the understanding peopic 
had across the world — including in the major western 
foreign ministries — of that war in the Middle East. 


{Sinciair] Let us talk about the various sides involved. 
The Syrians appear as the victors in this operation: They 
have shown to ‘he enure world that Lebanon equals 
them, they are at home there. Is this unavoidable and 
acceptable data’ 


[Vasseur] In any case, the Syrians appear as a key 
clement in the strategy in the Middle East. Through 
what has just happened, it 1s obvious that the situation 
will not be solved without them. 


[Sinclair] Is ut bearable to say: There is no Lebanon, 
there is Syria, which rules Lebanon? 


[Vasseur] It is true that this ts not bearable for France 
For France, Lebanon represents something, it has a his- 
torical dimension, and a physical one almost. Lebanon 
is in our hearts. As you know, it is a country which is 
very dear to the president of the republic, and the policy 
we must have in the Middle East includes the restora- 
tion of what Lebanon must be. 


[Sinclair] Another victor, between inverted commas, if 
I may put it this way, is Hizballah. There have been 
a few casualties among its ranks, while there have 
been about 150 casualties among Lebanese civilians 
Katyusha rockets are still being fired. Their status has 
been raised and legitimized, within south Lebanon at 
least. How do you see these people in Hizhallah’ 


[Vasseur] I think we are dealing with people who are 
fanatics — they call themselves fanatics, they clanm that 
title, so that is not a quality pudgement. In an acute crisis 
situation, fanaticism is always dangerous. The situation 
has put Israel at a disadvantage, given what happened in 
Qana. In future there may be terrorist actions of actions 
which may lead to the death of Lebanese civilians, 
and international opinion may change. | fear escalation, 
given that feelings run high, devoid of rationality such 
as Ours. 


[Sinclair] Iran, which supports and funds . 


| Vasseur interrupting| Yes. 


[Sinclair, resuming] .. and, reportedly, provides 
weapons to the Hizhballah. seems to use double speak 
(mn the one hand it encourages them to wage a war, 
and on the other it seems to he willing to take part in 
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peace. Can you make head or tai! of this double speak? 
Is t possible to negotiate with Iran? 

[Vasseur] I sometimes find u difficult to make head or 
tail of the straiegics implemented in that part of the 
world. Quite simply, | believe we cannot afford not to 
have a dialogue with Iran if we want to reach a lasting 
soluuon for peace. 


[Sinclair] The fact that France, at the end of the day, is 
the intermediary which has the favors of Iran — we saw 
footage of Mr. Charette in talks with Foreign Minister 
Velayats — [changes thought] in your opinion, is the 
critical dialogue with Iran we want to preserve a good 
thing, or should we be careful with i” 


[Vasseur] When one is involved in such diplomatic 
negotiations, one must always be careful, one must 
always be cautious. | think we are proving that France 
has a role to play, contrary to what | heard this 
afternoon. France has an important role to play in that 
part of the world. To negotiate with a single major 
country — however major it may be, however important 
it may be — also entails the possibility that a balanced 
compromise may not be reached. | think that, in the 
context of this crisis, France has played a determining 
part, and thal it is important that we should have 
regained a diplomatic role in that part of the world, 
namely with a number of countries such as Syria and 
Iran. That was not the case so far. 


[Sinclair] French diplomacy seemed to be getting 
nowhere during the first few days, bul it now seems 
to be playing an important part. Is it because we have 
heen tenacious, because we have persevered, or is it 
also because the Americans have lost some of their 
credit for being too close to Israel? 


[Vasseur] | think that there are two things. We have 
heen tenacious and we have persevered, and we have 
showed clear- sightedness. Events have shown that there 
may have been an approach on the part of the United 
States which was a little bit too monolithic. The French 
approach was an approach which was more diversified. 
We tried to take into account the two sides involved. 
We tried to take a complex situation into account. | 
think that the United States has now changed its stance 
a little, especially after the Qana tragedy. 


{Sinclair} If is Mr. Warren Christopher who suc- 
coeds in negouating a cease-fire between Damascus and 
Jerusalem, will you go back on that stance: We were in 
a better position than the Americans? 


[Vasseur] No, no, no. | will say that, if this is the price 
to pay for the United States to have the feeling that it 
is the victor, we will pay it with pleasure. | think that 
there is no point trymg to find out who has won and 
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who has lost. What is important is to have peace. The 
rest seems to me to be secondary. 


[Sinclair] Two peace plans, it that not a lot? Would ut 
not be better for everyone to agree on a single plan’ 
There seems to be a French plan — approved by Iran, 
Syria, and Lebanon — and a U.S. plan approved by 
Israel. Is there not a plan too many” 


[Vasseur] That shows that there is a diversity of ports 
of view. There are variations. The two plans, the French 
plan and the U.S. plan, are quite similar. This may also 
facilitate ... 


{[Sinclair, interrupung) The Americans also suggest 
disarming the Hizballah, which we do not suggest. 


[Vasseur] That's right. We suggest other things, includ- 


[Sinclair, interrupting) The international security com- 
mittee. 


(Vasseur, resuming] .. including [changes thought) 
that’s right. However, this may also contribute to a 


compromise acceptable for everyone. You know, | 
believe that nothing would be worse than to have an 
agreement which would be an imposed agreement rather 
than a negotiated agreement with which everyone would 
be happy. Good agreements [changes thought) lasting 
peace is peace where every side comes out with dignity. 
[passage omitted] 

[Sinclair] The mad cow crisis has disrupted the daily 
life of European citizens. [passage omitted) 


[Vasseur] | would like to s*y something about the 
embargo [on British beef], tie embargo is a senous 
thing, we really want [changes thought] | do not call 
that an embargo, | call that a cordon sanitaire in order 
to show what our stance is on this. 


First, | think that at a scientific commitice should he 
set up at a European level, a multidisciplinary scientific 
committee including vets, scientists and doctors, which 
is what we have done in France. 


Second, we are going to start talks about the infamous 


by- products, since that is a problem, according to what 
the British have told us, that is, gelatin, fat and medicine. 


Third, the British must submit to us their comprehensive 
slaughter plan. From then on — from thes on only, 
while being fully aware of the difficuluies encountered 
by the British, but once again, health is at stake — 
from then on, we will initiate talks to look into the 
circumstances in which the cordon sanitaire can be 
lifted, the night time and the umetabic. 
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[Sinclar] Uf | understand you properly, this means 
that the embargo will be lified condmonally, and not 
immediaicly. docs 1 not? 


{Vasseur} Conditionally, and when we have reached 
the certainty that we have taken al! the necessary 


precautions. [passage omitted] 


France: Article Views Italian EU Presidency 
BRIGO4142996 Pans LES ECHOS in French 
I9VApr 9 py 


[Arucie signed “L.G.”: “Umon: A Presidency Weakened 
by Domestic Politics”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Rarely has a EU presidency 
heen accompanied by so many doomsday scenarios and 
acertic criticism as the Itahan presidency. Weakened 
by imcessant turmoil in domestic politics, Lamberto 
Dini, Raly’s EU Council president, has in the view of 
some people symbolized the democratic deficit of the 
Community imsttutions since his government so crucily 
lacked any political dimension. 


Burope is led by Italian technocrats who have no 
political clout within the EU.” some Brusscis-based 
diplomats have said unhesitatingly. Not to mention those 
who had a rough nde through the skirmishes with 
France on the issue of nuclear testing. 


Under these conditions, Italian Foreign Minister Su- 
sanna Agacili's determination to bring the Community 
institutions closer to the citizens by extending the sys- 
tem of majority voting to include Council decisions and 
by increasing the European Parliament's powers was 
met with broad skepticism. 


“Moderately Positive’ Performance 

After the dynamum of the Spanish presidency, we are 
now secing a phase of stagnation. While it is too carly 
to draw the final conclusion — the presidency does not 
finish wat! the end of June — the criticism leveled carly 
in the year seems to have given way to a more pragmatic 
assessment. Of course, at the foreign minisines in Paris 
and Bonn, they are stressing the fact that political 
instadility has prevented Dini's team from engaging in 
an ambitious presidency, forcing it to mainly deal with 
issues started by the Spanish of Prench 


FRANCE 17 


Nevertheless the Malian prime munister is respecied, 
paruculariy by German Chancellor Helmut K.vl and 
his Finance Minis’er Theo Waigel, who seems to have 


especially appreciaicd the constructive role Italy played 
last weekend af the Ecofin council mectng in Verona. 


Given Italy's lomited resources so far, ts presidency’s 
performance — while not spectacular — has not heen 
disastrous cxther. In Brussels they prefer to call 
“moderaicly positive” 


France: Barnier Favors ‘Extended Autonomy’ for 
Kosovo 


BRIRO41 33196 Paris AFP on French 
1230 GMT 18 Apr % 


[FBIS Translated Text} Pans, 18 Apr (AFP) — France 
has urged Belgrade to grant cxtended autonomy to 
the predominant!y Albaman province of Kosovo, in 
order to secure the “full return” of the FRY (Serta 
and Montencgro) to the international coum nity, the 
Foreign Ministry announced on Thursday |i* April] 


This position was defended on Wednesday [17 April] 
by European Minister Alain Barmecr during a mecting 
with Ibrahim Rugova, the president of the Democratic 
League of Kosovo and leader of the Albanian oppos- 
von. 


Mr. Barnicr “stated that a negotiated settlement of 
the Kosovo tssue based on the granting of extended 
autonomy to thal province im the framework of the 
imternationally-recogmized borders of the FRY was the 
key to stability in the Balkans, Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Jacques Rummethardt stated 


The minister also indicated that France “would not 
forget that this demand — on which ali our EU partners 
agree — was one of the factors to be taken into 
account for a full return of the FRY to the international 
community — 


Mr. Barner also ‘praised Mr. Rugova for advocating 
exclusively pacific means of action” and warmly en- 
couraged him to “open negotiavions with Belgrade He 
also “noted” Mr. Rugova’s request for the “development 
of a French presence in Pristina,” the capital of Kosovo 
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Italy: Center-Lef Coalition Wins Majority in 
Senate 


LD2204081796 


{[FBIS Report] Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
halian at 0730 GMT on 22 April announces the final 
results of vouung for the Senate as follows: 
































Total Seats 
hreedom Albance 17.54% 116 
Pane fla Sgarte | ost 16% i 
Narthern | cague 104% 27 
Chive Tree Coalmon & “1% 167 
Progressives (PRC) 
Seaal Movement (Ihamma) 2“ 1 
Cithers ss ’ 
Italy: Chamber of Deputies Returns Reported 


LD2204061096 Rome RAI Televideo Telcteu 
in htalian OS30 GMT 22 Apr % 


([FBIS Translated Text] NATIONAL COUNT, 69.081 
POLLING STATIONS OUT OF 91.248 [reporting 
proportional system returns for Chamber of Deputies} 















































LISTS VOTES 
PDS [Democrat Party of the Left} 21 4 percent 
horza haha 19-® percent 
Natoma Albame 14 $ percent 
" Nerhere League 12.3 percent 
Commune Refcundason 84 percent 
Nahas Popular Party Sudtde 70 percent 
Volepartes luhan Reputhcan 

Patty Democrats | meoe Prod 

Ofertas Democrat ( enter Ohrman * 8 percent 
Democrat | eon 

Diem Last 4) percem 
(acem 2 4 percent 
Pannelle Sgarte | st 18 percem 
MS Trcodere 07 percent 
Automenmns | iae O8 percem 
Sam vabeet O° percent 
Cmthers O6 percem 
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Italy: Further Election Returns Reported 
LD2204082 396 


[FBIS Repo] Rome RAI Televideo Teicteut in Italian 
at 0027 GMT on 22 Apnil provides the following “first 
projection for proportional seats im the Chamber” 
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Rome RAI Televideo Teictext in Italian at COO8 GMT 
on 22 April provides the following “first past the post” 
projyection for the Chamber of Deputies: 




















breedom Alhanor 192 
(ewe Tree “Comment 2M 
Rel , > 
Northern | cague P 
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| moertan 20 








Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian at 0420 GMT 
on 22 April provides the following turnout figures 


“The turnout figure for cle~tions to the Chamber of 
Deputies was 82.7 percent. In the 1994 clections, 86.1 
per cent voted. lt has to be taken into account that in 
1994, polling stations remained open all of Monday as 
well. The percentage breakdown geographically was as 
follows 
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Today 1 emerged dunng the course of the clection campaign. 
Sart 88.0 per com 910 perce ipassage comme) 
Coma 84.7 per oct #9 2 percest 
See 74.8 per com 79.1 percent — ee =e 
isdends 72.3 per com 16.7 percent Deputy Prome Mometcr \elvom 
lmeree Moememcr 
Jusace Vemma Pct 
“aly: Prodi’s Prospective Cabinet List Named _ 
BR2204073596 Rome IL MESSAGGERO in Italian : 
22 Apr 9 p3 |mdustry Minimer Andreas 
[Report by Marco Conti: “The Professor Has Already —__ was 
Prepared Government Team: Drni at Foreign Ministry, | dm atom Momemer {omnes di 
Ciampi at Treasury, Maccanico at Interior Ministry”) ; - ; 
[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Rome — If the Olive Tree's Seeapxy Minian Cup 
victory turns out to be as clear as scems likely, Prod 
will be faced with the most difficul task of all in the lemtemnel Reforms tse 
next few days: finding a place in the government for all \ mevereny haber 





the allies who enabled him to win. It may be craly days 
for naming names, but ict us aliempt to give some sort 
of order to the names of the various ministers which 
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Spain: Outgoing Government Suspends Loan to 
Cubs 


L.D190417049% Madrid RNE-!| Radw Network 
mm Spanish 1600 GMT 19 Apr 9% 


[FBIS Translated Text) The announced cul in interna- 
vonal telephone charges was nol approved by the acting 
Council of Ministers. Minister Alfredo Perez Rubalcaba 
explained thal, in response to a request from the Popular 
Party, thus change to charges, which had been approved 
by the economic affairs Commilice, was not approved. 
The Popular Party has told the government that it prefers 
to study telephone charges as a whole when it Lakes over 
goverament A 60- millbon-pescta development aid loan 
to Cuba was also suspended after consulung the Popular 


[Report by Luis Ayllon: “Gonzalez’ Peting Gift to 
Dactator Castro — 60 Millon Peseta Aid Package") 


{[FBIS Transtated Excerpt] Madnd — The acting gov- 
ernment had planned to grant Cuba two packages from 

Development Aid Pund to a total value of 60 mil- 
several weeks the Foreign Ministry 
. but it has finaliy lifted its veto, 


Pas 


vif 
ite 
i 


if 


as inappropriate at a ume when Fidel Castro has 
ughtened up the repressive measures against the demo- 
CTatic opposition, shot down two aircraft belonging to 
Cuban exiles, and is not making any progress in the 
process of political reform. 


The agenda for the meeting of the Council of Minis- 
ters on Prday [19 April}—which could be the penulti- 
mate one for the outgoing government—could include 


Aid Pund [FAD], that is, loans with very good repay- 
ment terms (low rate of interest, long repayment term. 
etc). The package w:*) include |.2 billion pesetas for 
Panama and another | billion for Indonesia. There will 
also be another two packages for the Palestinian Na- 
tonal Authority totaling 700 millon pesetas and one 
for Rwanda worth 400 million, although im these two 
cases the “loan us practically a Lastly. the package 
mcludes credits totaling 61 mullon pesetas imtended for 
Cura 
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In fact, according w the informabon received from 
official sources by the EFE news agency on Friday |!) 
April], these credits were to have been approved Dy the 
Council of Ministers on that day but thes finally did not 
come about. 


kt would appear that the acung government decided to 
consult the People’s Party before giving us final pr- 
ahead for the loan. Secretary General Francisco Alvarez 
Cascos told Alfredo Perez Rubalcaba. acteng munisicr 
for the prime munister’s office, that his party was 
opposed to granting any credits to Cuba im the present 
circumstances and at this time. 


Foreign Ministry Veto 


ABC has learned that planned approval of these ncw 
FAD credits for Cuba was blocked for several weeks in 
the Interministerial Commutice charged with giving the 
green light for this kind of loan because of the veto of 
the Foreign Ministry which did not feel « was polstically 
appropriate at this ume of transition, and because other 
bodies represented, including the Bank of Spam, had 
pointed to the massive deft already accumulated by 
Castro. Moreover, when Trade and Tourism Minisicr 
Javier Gomez-Navarro visited Havana a month ago to 
attend a Spanish American mecting on tournsm., against 
the advice of Foreign Minister Carlos Westendorp, be 
was also warned that he should not promuse any credits 
to the Castro regime. 


However, four weeks ago the Foreign Ministry lifted rts 
veto after having been convinced that the 6! millon 
pesetas would be used to buy a kneading machine 
from the Valencian company Taball (49 muliion pesctas) 
and ovens for bread manufacture (a intic over 12 
million) intended for Havana, and when ut realized 
that this moncy could be listed under the heading of 
humanitarian aid directly benefiung the Cuban people 


In fact, last summer the Council of Ministers approved 

loan for Cuba for a simmilar sum and 
for the same end, also afier some Foreign Ministry 
Opposition. In government circles it 1s reported that 
the granting of this kind of loan intended two help 
the population essentially through nongovernmental 
Organizations is also the line taken by the European 
Commission which, in the last financial year sent ad 
worth 5 billhon pesetas to Cuba 


Opposition From the People’s Party 


According to ABC's sources, the People's Pany op- 
posed the granting of the two new ‘soft’ loans. stating 
that humanitanan ad should continue to be provided 
through channels other than the FAD. whach provides 
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moncy of a goverament-to-goverament basis. The Peo- 
ple's Party recently rencrated the Foreign Ministry + op- 
position to the loan and the fact that the Cuban Govern- 
ment had toughened its stance against the democratic 
opposinon by detaming members of the Cuban Council 
a the same Ome a5 shooung down two civilian an- 
craft belonging to exiled opposition groups. The Peo- 
ple’s Panty also stressed that the EU had decided to 
suspend acgotation: for a Cooperation agreement with 
Cuba because of these events, and Cuba's refusal to 
make progress om the process of polyical and economic 
lsheralization [passage omitted] 


Spain: Arnar’s First Visit Abroad Expected To Be 
Morocco 


BR1I904142896 Madrid ABC in Spanish 19 Apr 
p28 


[Report by Earngue Serfcto: “Hassan 1] Wants Morocco 
To Be the First Country Visited By Avnw When He 
Comes Into Office”} 


[PBIS Transiated Text) Rabat —- The Moroccan Gov- 
erament is following political developments in Spain 
very closely and ts expocung a sign of preferential treat- 


official press is already paving the way for [People's 


“Spain and Morocco: 14 Centuries of Common History” 
read the headline of yesterday's editorial in the pro- 
regime daily LE MATIN, signed by State Minister 
Abmed Alaoui, one of King Hassan’s closest advisers. 
The text underlines the fact that Felipe Gonzalez has 
amivised Jose Maria Aznar to travel to Rabat as soon as 
he comes into office 


LE MATIN, which is very prone to flattering the king of 
Morocco, reported this information at the same time as 


Russian President Boris Yelisin's proposal to ask King 
Hassan to act as a mediator in the conflict in Chechnya, 


precondiion required from the People's Pany's leader 
“Genth” Atmosphere 


The Socialist government is saying farewell to Morocco 
im 4 particularly ‘gentle’ stmosphere following a long 


SPAIN 2 


senes of ups and downs in what have been tradsonally 
difficult relavons. Having overcome the tensions over 
the fishing dispute and the approval of Ceuta and 
Melilla’s autonomy statutes, the cog-wheels on both 
sides of the Gitvrahw Sivan ac now well greased 
thanks to credits worth | SO tillbon pesctas (PTS) granted 
at last February's Delatcral surermet 


Spanish diplomatic sources acknowledged thal. ever 
since then, episodes which on other accawoms would 
have caused tension have heen solved much more casily 
Although i is sot yet operztional, a “rod tclephone lnc 
1s planned between the two Counties foreign munsstres, 
and tral runs have shown that 1 could be a very useful 
clement as part of the new political outlook 


The Averrocs Committee, composed of social represen- 
tatives from both countnes and responsible for wenti- 
fying possible sources of tensson, has already been sci 
up and will probably hold its first mecting Pcfore the 
summer. Even Public Works Minister Jose Borrell was 
decorated last Tuesday with the Moroccan royal dy- 
nasty’s “Great medal” (Gran Acuna Alauita), the coun- 
try’s highest distinction. 


Contrary to what happened im the case of France, the 
Spanish Socialists are departing amidst applause from 
the Moroccan regime, which did not conceal its rehef 
at the end of the Mitterand cra nor its joy 19 welcomung 
the new French president, Jacques Chirac. Aznar is 
not altogether unknown to the Moroccan regime (the 
People’s Party's leader was recerved by Hassan Hl in 
Match 1994), but they do not seem to have a clear nea 
of what direction he will follow on foreign policy 


Ceuta and Melilla 


The commentary written by influential Ahmed Alacw 
recalls that Morocco’s clams over the towns of Ceuta 
and Melilla will continue to he the hub of Moroccan 
policy. “As Hassan Il already stated, the problem of 
Ceuta and Melilla is a problem of decolonization, and 
sooner of later these two towns and the Moroccan 
islands must return to the fatherland. Morocco. within 
the framework of the fnendship and brotherhood uniting 
Spain and Morocco, the munister of state writes 
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Finland Finland: Prime Mimtster on Relations W ith bstonia 
NATO 


LD 1804172896 Helanki Suomen Viewradw Network 
im Finnish 1430 GMT 18 Apr % 


[FBIS Translated Text] Finnish Foreign Minister Tara 
Halonen 1s of the operon that 1 ts umportant to include 
China as a member of the international Community. 
The foreign munister has been accompanying President 
Mart: Abtisaati's viet to Chima. Halonen asscesed the 
results of the vistt to our reporter Simkka Arteva 


1837 GMT 15 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Helunki. Apr 15. STT-BNS 
— Finland ts building on 4 security system together 
with Estonia, bul won't guaranice the Baluc country’s 
sccunty, Pome Minster Parvo Lipponen sad ft a 
mecung with reponers Monday 


“Finland won't jowm the NATO, but it is possibic that a 
Cooperabon agreement between NATO and Russia wl! 
also divide the spheres of influence. For thal reason we 
ate creating a security political system together wath 
Estoma which is samular to the Finnish system. That 
would pose no danger to anybody and 1s above al] hascd 
on the defense of one's own Country. be was quoted 
by the STT agency as saying 


Lipponen added. though. that Finland won't guarantee 
Estoma’s security by mulitary means 


He said the Estomians had inherited a “tug brother 
complex” from their Soviet past and thal now was 
the Finns’ task to make wt clears to the Estomians that the 
West won't support them if they continued to mritatc 
Russia 


Lipponen said Finland contunued military cooperation 


with Sweden, although trying not to bring it to the 
limelight. 


He said the Finnish government would sci up a com- 
mission soon to re-evaluate the princeples of Baltx Sea 
cooperation. The cooperation, he continued, now goes 
on as in former times and fails to take ito account thal 
democracy and market economy in the Baltics have he- 
come much stronger 


“We have a certain responsitility for the development 
of *>e Baltics. This ts partly so because if we succeed in 
mcreasing the part of the European Union in the Nordx 
region, it will have worldwide importance. the Finnish 
prime minister sand 


He said the region could well become a huwness huh 
with ties to the casteramost parts of the Asian continent 


Finland: Denmark. Finland, Sweden To Sign 
Schengen Accord 

LD1804191596 Helomki Seomen Viewsradeo Network 
in Finnith 1600 GMT 18 Apr % 


(PBIS Translated Text) Finland. Sweden. and Denmark 
will hecome oMerver members of the Schengen Accord 
~~ which at freedom of movement without passports of 
customs foes — from the heginmag of May Artemos 
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well te made to conclude acpotiations on full memict- 
shup by Ge cad of tus yea. The Nordx membeorshp 
apphcatom were approwed m The Hague today. Ner- 
way and keclend, whech are oot EU members, were a- 
cepted & aexcuste memhers In future, thoy will have 
the nght to epeak 2 the moctngs. but not the night to 
vote 


Sweden 


Sweden: Analyst on Rewdian Stance on NATO 

t mlarge ment 

BRIG40926% Stoctholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 17 Apr Wp? 


[Aructe by Bo Hugemark. former chuct of the military 
hustery department of the Miltary Academy: “Baltic 
Countries Lett Outede NATO" 


(PBIS Translated Teat) Swedish delegations in Moscow 
have heen sulyectad to a Parrage of protests agains 
NATO plam for enlargement. Because we are fot “n 
NAT and therefore have no influence on the maticr, 
the target scems ill chosen. Do we have the reputation 


of emg parocularly usable useful idiots ’ 


Several aspects of our policy toward the Soviet Union 
could certanly arouse Russian cupectasons. For ex- 
ampic, Palme’s advocacy of the old Kirushchev idea 
of making the Nord countries a suclea-free sone, 
Faskdhin's suppor for the Sowet freeze solution to the 
question of medium-range sucteat weapons, and Social 
Demeacratk policy on the Balic countries mn the 1990's. 


In the current matter Deteme Minister Peterson — 
hopefully without premeditation — happened to echo 
the Russian standpownt, something which the “Competent 
authorives (again wang Communist jargon) within the 
goveroment. corrected as Hest they could 


The explanation ts very prohatly not that we have been 
specially wngled out The Russians say thes to all the 
gris There quite semply a massive campagn going 
on nght now, directed at anyone who ~—s laste. (And 
it t% Hot casy to averd downg so.) This does rule out the 
tact that Sweden 1s particularly receptive to parts of the 
agumen — hut more on that later 


Uppewtion to NATO) has gradually hardened and be- 
come more wideypread Among the molders of pubic 
oprmien that i. the people have a healthy lack of inter. 
est m poluas Nevertheless alleged popular opposition 
i offen used a an argument. Nothing typically Rus- 
sean about that. ts there’ In Sweden popular opinion is 
used a af apument against abandoning sonaligament 
Sometimes politics 1s clearly a matter of allowing your- 
sett to he led 
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The atgument of 2 trea to Russa prosunposcs that 
you wew NATO as a8 aggressive powcr, a dmtorted 
pature winch wes created Py the totalitarian regime 
and 1s now emg popetusicd Py talays wo called 
demactatx polstaceam. Altcrnatively, of  clarmed thal 
acw members ac hostile to Russa Para ularly Poland, 
which borders on the scawtive Kalmingrad regwn, and 
which has shown teadencics towatd Cooperation with 
Ukrane and Lithuama A Ruswan with a long memory 
for history aught make assactatom wath Vytatas the 
Great of Lotruama who ruled from the Balt Sea to the 
Black Sca 


Events which ae even closer to home we NATO s ac- 
hom i Bosma. Crome missiles against Banya Luka were 
a dcathiow to Rusuan pretenssoms of hemg polit ally 
relevant in tus Confixt, a semetive matter, particularly 
hecause the myth of Slav soledarity has hecome 4 com. 
troverual issue on Russian domestic politics 


ht ws possible that certan circles really hehe’ that 
NATO is a threat to Russa. For others of is perhaps 
more a question of freedom of action heing resirncted 
imperialist dreamers still cxrst om many quarters The 
Poles, who have pust heen cortronted with the Russian 
idea of a cormdor to Kalinengrad. realve that a 
expanding Russia will not necessary sce any bemwts on 
expansion. The dca of a cordon sends chills down 


peoples’ spunes on Warsaw 


Ancther argument which also speaks an implartly 
aggressive language is the sclf-piying Ths ts a the 
thanks we get for all our concessiom. We withdrew 
from Eastern and Central Europe, we allowed Germany 
to unite, we dissolved the Warsaw Pact, we dinwolved 
the Sowet Union and vanguishe J Communnm, and now 
you mm the West just take advantage of this, and follow 
after us with your military system. The implicit message 
being We gave up our nght to bold Europe as a hostage 
on butter 


To this you can add the idea that | would he pou to 
have a zone of neutral Countries hetwoen the two spheres 
of mmterest. Here the Russians are perhaps hopung for a 
particular response from Sweden with its tradition of 
maimtaiming that the superpowers arc all tarred with the 
same rush Alongude the wheneng there is dictatorial 
language and threats of what will happen of NATO) 
follows through with is plans First of all, the old 
familar agument of the risk of the Communnts of 
the ulyanatonalists winning the presidential cle tion 
Frightening peaple with Russia's political weakness is 
a class whch was fire asad by Gorhachey and which 
has wince shown itecll to have a good effect 


But there are also more direct threats Russa will prot 
amy not ratty START Ul of CPE [Treaty of Conven 
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tional Forces in Europe). A defense alliance will be bu!!! 
up within the CIS. There will be rearmament, includ- 
ing suclear weapons, which will have a more important 
role now that the country is directly threatened. Nuclear 
weapons will be deployed in Kaliningrad. Some of them 
will be aimed at the Baltic countries (as a response to 
Polish membership of NATO') 

Perhaps the Russians are hoping that Sweden, out of 
concern for the Baltic states, will support the Russian 
point of view? 

The Russians sce the whole problem as a game (with 
unfair rules) between Russia and NATO. No atiempt is 
made to put themselves in the situation of the applicant 
no one. Al the same time they talk about the risk of 
reactionary forces coming to power in the near future. 
Why do the nice Russians of today feel hun when the 
Poles want to protect themselves against the nasty ones 
of tomorrow? 


The argument that safeguards could make casicr a 
reactionary takeover of power will probably not make 
much of an impression in Warsaw, and should not do 
so in London or Paris, bearing in mind the experience 
of Munich. ht is rather outrageous to demand that the 
Poles — or the Baltic nations — should refrain from 
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protecting themselves in the hope that this will save 
democracy in Russia. If it still falls, precious ume will 
have been lost. 


The West has now made the fundamental decision that 
NATO will be enlarged. Backing down would under- 
mune the credibility of the organization. Russian propa- 
ganda may also have backfired. It can be interpreted in 
the West as proof that NATO enlargement is becoming 
more and more urgent; the soft, considerate line clearly 
had no effect. 


It has been hinted that the Russians could accept 
Western security guarantees to new members, providing 
they do not get NATO's military infrastructure on their 
doorstep. But in the case of Poland, for example. it is 
preciseiy this infrastructure that the country wants. Only 
an clear NATO presence provides security. The Poles 
have experience thal purely verbal securty guarantees 
have meant national disaster, even if they drew the 
guarantor countries into a world war. 


In any case one thing seems certain: The Baltic countries 
will be left outside if and when NATO expands. 
lt is becoming much more urgent, particularly for 
their neighbors, to discuss how their security is to be 
guaranteed. 





is report may contas copynghted matenal Copying and 
8 protabited without permuswon of the copynght owners 














FBIS-WEU-96-078 
22 April 1996 


Cyprus: Government Cautious About New UN 
Envoy 

NC2004124696 Nicosa CYPRUS MAIL in English 
20 Apr 9% p2 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The appointment of a South 
Korean minister as new UN special envoy for Cyprus 
drew a cautious response from the governmeni yester- 
day. 

ideat Giavkos Kliridhis would be consulting with party 
leaders before deciding whether to accept the appoint- 


He sais Turkey had already accepted Mr. Han, but 
added that there would have to be common agreement 


on the appointment. 


Han would replace Joe Clark, a former Canadian prime 
minister, as Butrus-Ghali’s representative in Cyprus on 
May |. 


Cyprus: UN Debate, U.S. Initiative on Cyprus 
Examined 


NC2004090496 Nicosia | MAKHI in Greek 
20 Apr 9% p 3 


[From the “Militant Comment” column: “The Confer- 
ence of the “Five™™] 


{FBIS Translated Text} The much advertised conference 
of the UN Security Council permanent members in 
New York concluded with no substantive outcome. 
As announced by the U.S. delegation—which is this 
month s chairman—the meeting exchanged views on 
how to deal with the issue better. No other details 
have been announced, but obviously nothing interesting 
came out of the meeting of the “five.” So the initiative 
remains with the Americans, who continue to think 
about initiating thei proposal in June. if they do. 


So, the situation in Cyprus is still confusing and vague, 
and no one knows how things wili develop. The truth 
is that the Cyprus Government is making efforts in 
various directions but unfortunately things do not hinge 
on Our intentions or our powers. The situation lies in the 
hands of the Americans, not the UN Security Council, 
not Butrus-Ghali, not Europe. it is not known how the 
Americans will act. but the chances for the success 
of the new US. move ae minimal. The Turks are 


surreptinousty torpedoing the U.S. and European efforts 
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Cyprus: Column Views UNSC Decision on US.-UK 
initiative 

NC2004110396 Nicosia O AGON in Greek 

20 Apr 96 p 3 


{From the “Opinion” column by “The Observer’: “The 
Key Continues To Lie in Ankara’] 


[FBIS Translated Text} All the permanent UN Security 
Council [UNSC] members agreed to support, or were 
dragged into accepting. the U.S.-British iniuative in 
Cyprus, ruling out broader, joint, action by the five and 
a more active EU involvement on the condiuon that they 
be kept informed about its course. Despite the fact that 
the initiative is far from a collective action, and that 
two countries thal are our neighbors and thai have an 
interest in Cyprus — Russia and France — are said to 
be displeased with the forceful and conspiratonal way 
the United States imposed its line and ruled out their 
suggestions, the mecting nevertheless had significance 
and impact. 

Even without the active support of the other three UNSC 
members, the initiative has their approval. Therefore, it 
can be considered an act of all five countnes, but with 
the disadvantage that three of the five will be unable to 
directly affect its course in the implementation phase. 
given that the United States, assisted by Britain, will be 
mainly responsible for handling things. The negative 
for our side is that the Russian position to promote 
the demilitanzation proposal and the French position in 
favor of EU involvement have been ruled out, at least 
for now. 


Another significant clement of this five-country meeung 
is thal they supported the need for an overall settlement 
of the problem — and therefore no partial scttiements 
—- through a substanual approach of the problem. 


With the meeting's supportive outcome for the US.- 
British initiative, the U.S. side assures that the tour in 
Athens, Ankara, and Nicosia of John Kornblum, the 
U.S. assistant secretary of state for European affairs. 
will be substantive in the sense that he will sound out 
the different sides on specific aspects of the US. action 
pian. 

The efforts are tending toward beginning a new round of 
direct talks between the sides in Cyprus — something 
our side does not reject but actually secks, knowing 
that the solution will come through talks. However, this 
must happen only if the necessary Common ground 1s 
found to make the effort substanuve — according to the 
decision of the five — and if some prospects that it will 
be fruitful are offered. 


Ankara continues to hold the key to finding this common 
ground, and that 1s where 1 must be sought. It is not 
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even in occupied Nicosia — which says, repeals, and 
implements what is decided in the Turkish capital. Even 
supposing Certain issues will be settled between the two 
communities, the most important concern Ankara — 
for example the withdrawal of the occupation troops, 
which is a condition without which a solution to the 
Cyprus problem cannot be found, and the guaranices 
that will offer security to everyone, and not just a part 
of the population, are matters that no one but Ankara 
can decide. 


The fact that just day before yesterday while talking to 
a Cypriot deputy, the Turkish president pretended to be 
a non- parucipating party and reiterated thai the soluuion 
must be found in Cyprus, without taking a stand on the 
withdrawal of the occupation forces, is an indication 
that the various representatives must spend a lot of time 
in Ankara and little in Nicosia or Athens. 


Cyprus: Editorial Sees U.S. Usurping Cyprus Issue 
NC2104144796 Nicosia KHARAVY!I in Greek 
2] Apr 96 pi 


{Editorial by Nestor: “Confirmation of the Deviation") 


[FBIS Translated Text} The recent mecting of the five 
permanent UN Security Council [UNSC] members on 
Cyprus confirmed what began two years ago: That our 
problem was taken completely out of the UN framework 
and put into the hands of the Americans. 


The change took place when the UN secretary general 
sent a letter to the UNSC in June 1994 blaming both 
sides since by that time Denktas had accepted the 
confidence- building measures. Since then, the UN 
secretary general report has not included anything on 
the substance of the Cyprus issue and the UNSC did 
pot approve even one UNSC resolution, excluding the 
six- month procedural reports and resolutions to renew 
the UNFICYP [UN Forces in Cyprus} mandate. 

The events that followed speak loudly. The United 
Nations was absent from the secret talks in London. 
ht was the first time that the United Nations did not 
attend talks on Cyprus. Proposals are no longer being 
submitted by the United Nations but by the United 
States (U.S. questionnaire, Beattie documents). And our 
side respon \s to the U.S. proposals in writing, which 
demonstrates clearly that the United Nations was put 
aside and the United States took over. 


Last Wednesday's (17 April) meeting was the uncon- 
scious continuation and confirmation of the deviation. 
The UN secretary general did not participate in the 
meeting. The same person who participated in three 
marathon rounds of talks in New York in 1992. has 
not recently attended even a short meeting. No matier 
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what the government says, this fact alone means a great 
deal. 

During the meeting, the Americans did nol want to 
hear a word about returning to the previous UNSC role 
when the resoluulons were ughtening around the Turkish 
side until we reached resolutions 774 and 789, which 
threatened alternative actions. The Russian position for 
demilitarization and collective action and the French 
position for more acuve EU involvement were not taken 
into consideration. On the contrary, the U.S. mediation 
was confirmed, and the only condition was to inform 
everyone on what was happening and to limit them to 
the role of passive viewers. 


The above means nothing good. Although the UNSC 
is currently being mancuvered greatly by the United 
States, it would be wrong to overlook the fact that there 
is clearly more favorable coordination for Cyprus within 
the United Nations. It has an extremely experienced and 
proven mechanism that has dealt with the Cyprus issue 
for 30 years. The UN charter and resolutions might not 
be implemented in our case, but they have saved the 
Republic of Cyprus. The best proof that the deviation 
from the United Nations is damaging is the fact that at 
the level —- not at all satisfactory — that the government 
discussed the substance of the Cyprus issue, it turned it 
into the worst compared to the respective UN proposals. 
Obviously, the significant declarations by the coalition 
government about ... [ellipsis as published] an unprece- 
dented increase in the international interest are clashing 
diametrically with the harsh reality. The Cyprus issue 
passed from the hands of the international community 
to the hands of the planet ruler with all the visible neg- 
alive Consequences. 


Cyprus: Column Criticizes U.S. Role in Choosing 
UN Eavoy 


NC2004080296 Nicosia ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
20 Apr 96 p 3 


[From the “Views” column: “Learning From the Past") 


[FBIS Translated Text} It is being reported from New 
York that the Americans have already chosen—and 
imposed on Butrus-Ghali—Joe Clark's successor as the 
UN secretary general's special representative in Cyprus. 
The Americans are now dictating everything. And the 
United Nations is following Washington's instructions 
and orders precisely. 


We have no doutt that this situation wil! yield no 
benefits for Cyprus. We are very much concerned with 
the United Nations’ absolute control by the United 
States because everything will now be based on US. 
imterests and strategic plans. And it is well known that 
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the United States pays special attention to Turkish views 
since the United States considers Turkey a significant 
ally. 


We believe that we must stop looking at the U_S. role 
in Cyprus passively or with illusions. We must again 
put our problem within the UN framework al any cost. 
Should we not learn from the past? 


Cyprus: U.S. Said ‘To Bless’ Israeli-Turkish 
Military Agreement 

NC2104141196 Nicosia I SIMERINI in Greek 
21 Apr 9 p 34 


[Report by loannais KharalammJhis] 


{FBIS Translated Texi} According to reliable | 
SIMERINI information, the Turkish-Isracli military 
agreement is being implemented with the blessings 
of the U.S. Pentagon that designed the new US. 
geostrategic space from the Balkans to Cyprus. Based 
on the same information, the main characteristics of 
the U.S. design are the following: 


First: The area from the Balkans to the Middle East is 
divided into two main zones. The first zone begins from 
the Balkans and reaches Cyprus and the other concerns 
the rest of the Middle East. 


Second: The Americans consider Turkey and Israel as 
the two basic passages to thew geostrategic structure and 
must link and reinforce them in every way. 


A Belgian professor of International Relations at ULB 
University in Brussels analyzed the U.S. plan during an 
imternational conference on “Security and Cooperation 
in the Mediterranean” last September [1995]. The Bel- 
gian professor analyzed the geostrategic significance of 
Turkey and Israel in the Southeastern Mediterranean as 
stabilizing factors. To support his position, he used in- 
formation from the Pentagon's new strategic plan. 


Within the framework of the design, the reinforcement 
of the two basic passages of the so-called geostrategic 
structure and their association through a package of 
bilateral interstate agreements — such as the military 
agreement —- aiming to gradually and firmly establish 
israci's and Turkey's position and at the same time 
consolidate regional security is being pursued. The 
Israch-Turkish agreement is not the only one. The single 
package of bilateral agreements includes economic and 
CUSIOMS ISSUES. 


According to the U.S. plan, the israclis and Arabs must 
be associated within the framework of principles of 
economic and political mutual dependence. Four years 
ago — and recently during Turkish President Suleyman 
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Demurel’s visit to Israel — the Turks proposed that they 
exploit jointly the Euphrates and Tiger rivers. 


The Americans hope that such a development will make 
the two countnes geopolitically powerful. A deterring 
factor in the U.S. plan is the oi! of the Arab countries, 
especially Syria, that is directly affected by the waters 
of Euphrates rivers. This is why they try to maintain the 
delicate balance by offering the Kuwaitis and the Saudi 
Arabians security from the Iragi threat. 


Cyprus: Kliridhis Discusses Israel-Turkey Pact 
NC2104113096 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 


Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1030 GMT 21 Apr 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] Answering correspondents’ 
questions, President Glavkos Kliridhis has said the 
Isracli-Turkish military agreement has nothing to do 
with Cyprus’ defense and has no negative effects on 
the Greek-Cypriot joint defense doctrine. The president 
did not give any details and did not name the countries 
that will use Paphos Airport for military exercises, as 


he mentioned yesterday. 


Asked if Britain uses Paphos Airport for mulitary 
exercises, President Kliridhis said the British use the 
Akamas area for their exercises. He added: They ask 
the Cyprus Government for permission if they want to 
use Paphos Airport, and their aircraft land at the airport 
if such permission is given. 


President Kliridhis stressed that if we manage to create 
a new situation that entails Cyprus’ demulitarization 
under UN auspices, then we will be able to say that 
our country’s liberation has begun. He added that the 
term “demilitanzation” has entered the terminology of 
the Cyprus issue, stressing that the demulitarization 
proposal—which aims to nd Cyprus of the Turkish 
occupation troops—is gaming ground. He said: The 
withdrawal of the Turkish troops must constitute the 
first step. The second step in our efforts must be ending 
of the so-called intervention nghts. [passage omitted] 


President Klinidhis said he is convinced that during 
his coming visit to Cyprus, John Kornblum, the new 
U.S. assistant secretary of state for European affairs, 
will not bring any new ideas. He said Kornblum is 
visiting due to our insistence that the Americans must 
visit the area before any initiative. He added: They 
must focus their attention on Ankara and tell us if the 
Turkish Government changes its position and stance on 
the basic issues. We consider demilitanzation and future 
guaranices as the most urgent matiers. Kiindhis said that 
so far Ankara has not given any such indications and 
has not answered these questions. 
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Cyprus: Government View on Isracii Use of Airport 


NC2004192696 Nicosia CyBC Television Network 
in Greek 1730 GMT 20 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] According to a statement made 


approved in the past exercises by Isracli aircraft within 
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[Begin recording) (Kliridhis} When the time comes to 
announce the reason for which it happened it will be 


[Kliridhis} The project has already begun, and we are 
proceeding according to plans because the building of 
this airport in Paphos falls within the framework of the 
agreement we have, the defense doctrine, with Greece. 
{end recording] 

CyBC revealed the answers to some of the questions that 
the Cyprus Government will ask the Isracli Government 
on the Isracl- Turkey agreement. Cyprus will allow the 
passage of Isracii aircraft through its airspace if and 
ss long as they will not participate in any exercise 
with Turkey within the framework of their pact. Petros 
Konstandinou has the following report: 

[Begin recording] The questionnaire that the Cyprus 
Government will submit to the Isracli Government 
will ask for clear explanations on the latter's military 
agreement with Turkey. The questionnaire is being 
prepared by the Defense Ministry and will be conveyed 
through the Foreign Ministry. According to CyBC’'s 
exclusive information, Isracl will be asked to give 
details on the provisions of the agreement with Turkey 
and whether or not the agreement affects Cyprus and to 
what extent. Specifically, among other things, answers 
will be requested to the following questions: 

First. Within the framework of the agreemeni, will 
Isracl-Turkey military maneuvers be carried out also 


south of Cyprus? 

Second. Would the maneuvers to be held north of 
Cyprus affect the airspace of the Republic of Cyprus? 
Third. Does the agreement not also provide for the 


exchange of information that might affect Cyprus’ 
security” 
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(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Kiriakidhis} Let us talk 
about the current issuc, the Isracli-Turkish military 


[Tzur} Yes. | have not received the official text of the 
agreement, so | do not know its contents. In his talks 


such issues. Does anyone publicly reveal his agreements 
with apother country? If we did something like that, no 


one would want to sign anything with us. 
[Kiriakidhis} Will you ask for the official text” 
[Teur} Certainly not. 
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(Kariakidhis} Understandably, your government would 
not send you the official detailed text of the agreement. 
but have they not bnefed you—even in general—aboul 
the agreement? 


[Tzur] According to the briefing | have, the agreement 
in no way and in no case will harm any third country. 
Being aware of the particular Greek and Cypriot sensi- 
uvities and wanting io clear up the issue complete! y— 
precisely because we have reported the reaction in 
Nicosia and the sensitivity of the people——WE AS- 
SURE YOU [previous three words in capitals} that there 
is nothing in this agreement that will harm Cyprus or 
Greece. It is a bilateral agreement, and it is just like any 
other trade or economic agreement between two coun- 
tries. The agreement with Turkey does not include any- 
thing that will harm Cypriot or Greek interests. Cypriot- 
greatly, are not in any danger. 

[Kiriakidhis} How important is this military agreement 
to your country” 


[Tzur}] All bilateral agreemcots are signed because of 
mutual interests by the signatery countries. So, naturally 
this agreement is significa: for my country. 
[Kiriakidhis} But just how significant? 


[Tzur} Not having the official text of the agreement 
and somehow coding the mass media's reporting, what 
is constantly being reported is that Isracli aircraft wil! 
have more airspace to mancuver in. Everyone knows 
that Isracli airspace is very limited, so my conclusion 
is reasonabic, based on the mass media reports. Why” 
Because | know my country has limited airspace and 1s 
surrounded by countries that do not allow our aircraft 
to use the airspace, for well-known reasons. 


[Kiriakidhis} | am not aware if this agreement is just an 
airspace issue for your country or if it is just like any 
other trade agreement, but many experts believe thai 
this military agreement changes or alters significantly 
the military balance in the Middle East. 


[Tzur] These observations are coming from Arab and 
Islamic countries that do not have good relations with 
Israel. 


[Kartakadhis) But, Egypt-—with which you maintain very 
good relations—has also asked that the agreement be 
frozen. 


[Teur} As | said, this is the position of the Arab 
countries. Generally they believe that the agreement 
changes the strategic balance in the Middie East. There 
18 @ possitility that this might be true to some limited 
Gegree. but. | do not know what degree that 1s and how 
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(Kiriakidhis} In any case Mr. Tzur, you have been crit- 
xcized for your statement—which you repeated today— 
that you know almost nothing about the agreement. and 
whatever you know you have learned from the mass 
media. ht is a bit difficult to believe this, is it not? 


[Tzur} 1 insisi—and | want to clanify—tha OFFI- 
CIALLY [previous word in capitals] I have not received 
the text of the agreement nor have | been informed about 


ish. I could not have said—or in any case claim—that | 
know nothing about the existence of an agreement that 
was not kept secret. It was out in the open. 


[Kiriakidhis) But you said you did not know... 


[Tzur}] | was referring and | am still referring to the 
FACT (previous word in capitals} that I do not have 
the official text. Thus. | could not and cannot comment 


[Kiriakidhis} But there is an impression that you— 
Istacl—<Jo not want to talk about the agreement, possi- 
bly because you do not care what the people in Cyprus 
say 


[Trur] Believe me, we are very well aware of the 
Cypriot people's sensitivity as far as Turkey is con- 
cerned maybe even more— please allow me to say— 
than some Cypriots. But in any case, certainly more than 
many foreigners who live in Cyprus 


[Kiriakidtis} But you give the impression that Israci 
pusposely allows rumors and impressions to be created 
through commentanes and mass media reports that in- 
form the pubic about what 1s included in the agreement 
with no danger of heing contradicted or Named for any- 
thing. That is, you allow the mass media to do your job. 


[Trur} No, this is not our intention a all. We fully 
understand Cyprus’ sensitivity regarding Turkey And 


those who know the history of the Cyprus probiem 
awe naturally sensitive. You must also be aware that 
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I studied about Cyprus before coming to Nicosia— 
and even now Gunng my stay here—and the last thing 
thal one can accuse me of is a lack of knowledge and 
sensitivity. So, we must be serious and everyone must 
at last realize that the agreement has not been sent (i 
would have been impossibic) to all the Israeli embassies 
around the world so thal goveraments could check i or 
publicize it or so reporters could check all of its details 
word for word. | believe that whenever Isracl gives 
explicit assurances thai “Our Cyprnot fends, there is 
nothing in this agreement that will harm Cyprus.” then 
this should be enough. | believe this ts the crucial part 
of thas agreement. 


[Kiriakidhis} You said u has been conveyed from 
israci... 


[Tzur] Precisely. I do not give assurances because | fee! 
like «. The same assurances, the same note, has been 
sent to my colleague (ambassador) in Athens. 


[Kiriakadhus} And what does it say specifically’ 


[Tzur] (Reading from a written message in Hebrew) 
Among other things, that “the agreement docs not affect 
Greek or Cypriot security nor work agamst any third 
country in the region. 

[Kiriakidhis} According to some reports, there was a 
military agreement with Greece. 


{Tzur] This is mentioned in the same note. It is similar 
to that with Turkey and concerns aspects of military 
training, joint exercises, and the defense industry. 


[Kiriakidhis} Why was this agreement concluded’ 
{Tzur] | do not know. 


[Kiriakidhis}] The Cypriot Government spokesman re- 
ferred to guaranices given by Isracl. 


[Tzur] | know about the assurances. We are very honest 
and open with the Cyprus Government. | have no 
dou that at his mecting in Isracl your ambassador will 
discuss all of Cyprus’ concerns and assurances. And |! 
want to point out to those who think that my country will 


endanger everything significant that has been achieved 
in Cypriot-Israch relavons—especially in the past three 
years— because of relations with a third country, that 
they are dead wrong. We do not work like that. We will 
continue reinforcing our relavons because we consider 
Cyprus a very significant country with which we must 
have fnendly and excellent relavons. 


Do not forget that over ¥ years ago Israc! established 


full diplomatic relations with Cyprus and opened an 
embassy in Nicosia, unhke Cyprus, which made this 
move only a year or two ago. We continue to respect 
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1. Russia will take poliucal responsibility for supporting 
all of the National Guard's defensive programs. 

2. Russia will supply Cyprus with any and all arms 
systems it wants. 

3. In case of a military confrontation, Russia will 


assume responsibility for supplying Cyprus with all the 
ammunition and spare parts needed. 


Based on its contents, this is an agreement that offers 
Cyprus significant possitlities at a military and politcal 
level 


Cypres: Denktas States ‘Ready To Negotiate’ With 
Klar th 


TA2004133596 Nicoma Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1030 GMT 20 Apr % 


[PBIS Translated Text) The Interparliamentary Union 
[IPU) follow-up commutice on Cyprus has cxpressed 


CYPRUS M 


support for President Rauf Denktas’ staiement saying 
he 1s ready to resume negotiations. 


The report submitied by the commiutice af today’s 
mecting of the IPU council noted that 1 cxpected Greek 
Cypriot Administration icader Kiindhis to display the 
same approach. The report explained that under the 
presemt conditions, Cyprus’ membership in the EU is 
not in line with the London and Zurich agreements. 
stressing that this would pave the way for the island's 
lasting division. Further capressing support for the 
Turkish Cypriot side's joining the EU, the report added 
However, this should be realized after Turkey becomes 
a member of the EU and the Cyprus issue is resolved 


Expressing concern about the Greek Cypriots’ taking 
advantage of EU membership to serve their interests. 
the report further asked the council to call on the EW 


to adopt an approach that will help to climinate the 
differences during the talks on Cyprus’ membership. 


Expressing support for the goodwill mission of the UN 


secretary general, the report said that the set of wicas 
continued to constitute the basis for the resolution of 


the Cyprus issue. The report noted that the fact tha! 
there were no further developments op the confidence- 
building measures increased the tension on the isiand 


The statement issued by Turkish Foreign Minister Emre 
Gonensay to the effect that a solution to the Cyprus issuc 
is of vital importance for Turkey was also included im 
the report. 


Further stating that the presence of Turkish soldiers on 
the island is essential for the security of the Turkish 
Cypriots, the report called on both sides to consider 
demilitarizing the island 


In addition, the report included issues such as the muiss- 
ing persons, the structure of the island's population 
Turkish aad Greek Cypriots in both regions, the rela 
tions between the two sides, and the repair of the tcle- 
phone lines in the buffer zone. 


Cyprus: Deputies ‘Dixsatixfied’ With IPU 
Conference 


NC2204084996 Nicoma Cyprus Broadcaame 
Corporation Radio Network in Greet 
0430 GMT 22 Apr % 


[FBIS Translated Text] The deputies who participated 
in the Inteparliamentary Union [IPU] conference in 
Istanbul returned last might dissatisfied hecause of the 
coments of the report by the committee observing the 
Cyprus issue. 

Nikos Anastasiadhis. the head of the parliamentary dcle- 
gation and DIS! [Democratic Rally} alternate chamman. 
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Money for the deal was approved by the House Defence 
Committee who agreed to release 25 million for the first 
instalment, the purchasing of 27 tanks. 

The first delivery of the new Russian tanks is scheduled 
for October with the completion of the order expected 
to cover a period of 18 months. 
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Lasi year Cyprus acquired Russian-built armoured ve- 
hicles BMP-3 in a multi-million pound deal. 


The purchase of the SA-i0 missiles to improve air 
Geience also looks likely to go through. 


“A poliucal decision has been taken to acquire medium- 
range anti-aircraft systems. What | am aware of is thal 
the SA-10 is being promoted,” said Defence Commitice 
chairman Takis Khadzdhimuitnou. 

He added the issue was under consideration in consul- 
Military experts welcome the tightening of Cyprus air 
defences yesterday. 


“Air defence is a very weak point for Cyprus. The Turks 
have supenority but the acquisition of SAMs (surface- 


The Turkish occupation amy has recently upgraded 
its air defence capabilities with the arrival of shoulder 
launched missiles and an increase in tanks. 


The arms deals with Russia comes within the framework 
of a recently signed accord for technical co-operation on 
military equipment. 


A report by UN General-Secretary Butros Butrus-Ghali 
last year, called the occupied north one of the most 
heavily militarised areas in the world. 
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NC210419S096 Athens ET-i Television Network 


Pangalos stressed: We have nothing to fear from the 
debuie in [U.S.] Congress on the right: of Muslims 
im Thrace. New Democracy party press spokesman 
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{Samaras} The pseudowial of Thrace is neither inciden- 
tal nor coincidental, it is a serious and dangerous provo- 
canon that falls within the plans of those who see Thrace 
as the Achilles’ hee! of the Aegean-Macedhonia- Thrace 


(Kambouryianai)] Mr. Samaras accused the prime muin- 
ister of negotiating interests in return for petty parusan 
gains. He also accuses New Democracy, through its si- 


about this development and did not react. or they did not 
know about it and appeared as usual to be dangerously 
unaware. Prom either interpretation. i should be noted 
that both the prime minister and the government are 
incapable of handling our national issues effectively. 


GREECE 33 


| beheve that even all those who have ill intentions 
against us, after this process, will realize that a human 
nghts problem does not exist in Thrace. 


and dispicased with tus intuauve taken by US. Senators 
a few days after the visit by Prme Minister Konstandi- 
nos Simuus to the United States. 


(FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Theodhoros 
Pangalos attributed indirectly to pro-Turkis) circles 
in US. Congress the discussion on th Thrace 
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the Americans by accepting to participate in che discus- 
sons on the Muslim munarnty. 

Greece: U.S. Committee Meeting ca Thrace 
Masims Viewed 


NC2004153996 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
20 Apr 96 pé 

[From the “Views” columa: “Thrace and Constantino- 
pie | 

(FBIS Translated Text) As far as the Greek side is 
concerned, there is no probiem with Western Thrace 
and the Musiim minority there that should concern the 
joint U.S. House and Senate commitice in charge of 
security and cooperation in Europe. 

The problem is not so in Greed. Thrace as it is 
19 Constantinople (Istanbul). Imbros (Gokceada], and 


body. Only a few hundred ciderly people and very few 
young [Greeks] now remain in Istanbul. 


The Greeks of Imbros and Tenedos also underwent the 
same martyrdom, and the drama of thei disappearance 
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continues. Very few [(Grecks] are icf on both of these 
islands to guard the ruins. 


The same joint US. House and Senate commutice dcait 
in the past with the question of human mghis for the 
Greck minority in Turkey. however, what has been 
the practical result of the fact that ut did decal woth 
thus quesuon? Have the conditions been created for the 
reture of those who were cxpelicd of have the properucs 
thal were pluadered been restored’ 


The Muslim minority in Thrace. ever since the Lausanne 
Treaty, has ‘wreased impressively in sumibers and 
nobody has .2f. Does this not say anythicg to the 
Amencans’ 


The Senate Commutice, 1f t really cares about the human 
nghis of the minortues, ought to make comparisons and 
draw its judgment so that. through is findsngs. world 
public opimon will learn the truth 


Greece: Agreements With Israel, Syria, Egypt. 
Bulgaria ‘Realized’ 

NC2204054596 Nicoma Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporanon Radio Network in Greek 

0430 GMT 22 Apr %6 


[FBIS Translated Text} Navonal Greek Defense Minis- 
ter Yerasimos Arsenis said the Greek-istach: agreement 
providing for joist acronautical exercises in the castern 
Mediterrancan and cooperation at the level of cxchang- 
img visits is being realized. Arsenis added that Greece 
has signed cooperation agreements with Syna. Egypt. 
and Bulgaria and they are also being realized 


Answering correspondents’ questions in Larisa, Arse- 
nis said that through these agreements —a sernes of de- 
fensive Cooperation agreements—Greece is improving 
its network with Counties thal share Common pro ems 
with Greece 


Arsents said that during the negotiations within the 
framework of the Intergovernmenta! Conierence. 
Greece could accept canceling the veto if the BU rec- 
ognized the Greck borders as its own foreign borders 
and provided the relevant securily guarantors 








————— 





and independence were to be respected,” Iraq was, by 
de facto, divided and its sovereignty was not respected 


side of the border. As a 
the actrvities of the separatist terronst organizavon have 
escalated in Turkey. 

— Escalation in separatist terrorist actuvives has claimed 
many human lives and has seriously affected the Turkish 
economy due to increased defense expenditures. 

— One of the leading reasons for Operation Provide 
Comfort was to prevent mass migravon from northern 

Migration 


, 
| 


of radical religious groups and have permitted the PKK 
and other terrorist groups to develop and gain a more 
tafuential posivon the divided status of Irag 


TURKEY ss 


the Barzani and Talabani forces and has better financial 
means duc to funds ottauned from illegal narcoucs tral- 
fickang and trading as weil as the collecvos of tnbutes 
and donations in Western Europe 


— The improving posmen of PKK wm northern Irag 
is forcing the trag: omg Kurdish organizavons into 
compromises, including cooperation with PKK. 


— Furthermore, tran and Syria have been umproving 
thew relavons with both the PKK, and the forces led by 
Talabani and Barzar in northern irag. 


— If this process 1s not contained then an aruficial state 
may emerge under the supervision of the PKK. Such a 
development will further amplify the threat over Turkey 


— The prolongation of the divided status of Irag is 
contributing to the cnhancement of the influence and 
activities of Iran, both in sorhern and southera Irag. 
and of Syria in northern Irag. This situation 1s leading to 
the development of a soldanty between tran and Syria 
which can jcopardize stability in the Middic East as a 
whole. Such a development will not only increase the 
pressure and threat over Turkey but on Arab countries 
im the Gulf region and israci as well. 


— One of the alms of the United States under Operation 
Provide Comfort was to overthrow the Iragi ad munistra- 
von headed by Saddam Husayn. Not only was ths am 
not achieved but the admunistration in question has heen 
further strengthened. 


All these developments and eventualities clearly under- 
line the fact that while Turkey has incurred a very large 
undue burden, the whole Middic East is now facing a 
senous threat and the United States has not achieved its 
declared aims through the operation. 


Under these circumstances, if the Untied States does not 
have any other undeclared interest in the continuation 
of Operation Provide Comfort, it 1s reasonable to expect 
US. contributions in the search for a more realistic and 
sustainable arrangement of the issuc 


In March last year, when the Turkish Armed Forces 
were engaged in an over-the-horder operation in the 
region, the U.S. Administration announced that 1 was 
capecting concrete proposals from Turkey for a solution 
of the Iraqi issue and declared its readiness to evaluate 
these proposals without any reservabons Regardless of 
the Democrat Left Party's (DSP) persistent urgings. 
tae Turkish admumstration, for some reason of another, 
could not devise 4 genuine proposal. The Turkish 
admuntration prohahy presumed that the divided status 
was rags wreveruitec fate 


h even contributed to that end while shoukdenng an 
undue burden During that porod the Turkish aden. 
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“ TURKEY 


Consadenng the promise of the sew government. whch 
was formed urdcr Mr. Yilmaz to find a new arrangement 
for the issuc, and in order to allow ume for tx 
new 


Aims of the “Regional Security Plan” 


4. Preventing any developments in trag which may 
cause Concern or threat for cither Turkey or the region. 


Posstble in Iraq Which May Cause 
Concern or Threat to Turkey and the Region 


1. Establishment of firm PKK brdgeheads, and/or the 
ee oo 

and efficient in northern rag to the point of scizing 
sovereignty 


2. The divided status of Irag becoming permanent or 
the creation of a Kurdish State or Pederat.on in northern 


rag which may clam territory from Turkey. 
+. Parther increase in the influence and acuvities of tran 


and Syria tn northern Irag and simelas amtvtions of Iran 
m southern trag 


4. EstaPisshment of a de facto Shute soldanty between 
tran and Syria. although not necessanly herag a rehgrous 
wTangement in character. 

5. Reemergence of new pressures in irag which may 
mduce new waves of migraton to Turkey 
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Steps To Be Taken by Turkey 


L. Turkey has to engage 19 a Campaigs program both im 
the Unsted Sues and in al! other related states in order 
to inform official carcles and the general public of the 
concrete adverse effects of Operaiion Prowde Comfort 
and the teeat Turkey ws facing along with the region & 
a whole. 


2. Turkey has to undertake intensive diplomatic Contacts 
wtach will climunate the hindrances for the reunifx ation 
of trag mm accordance with the Untied Nations Security 
Council Resoluvon 685. 


3. As a precondiwon for reumhcavoa, firm commutmecnts 
should be requested from the iraq: admmuanistration on 
granting human nghts and cquality to al! Iraqis regad- 
less of thew cthai orgins; taking convincing steps in 
the democratizabon process. Concluding agreements in 
all these :asucs through dialogue with the legitimate rep 
resentatives of the Kurdish. Turkmen and Shute peapic. 
and accepting af internavonal supervisson atrangement 
on buman nights issucs similar to that of the Organi- 
ration for European Security and Cooperation. Turkey 
should extend its help to Irag in all these issues. 


4. ht should also be requested from the leguimate rep- 
resentatives of these cthnic groups to contribute to a 


peaceful dialogue process with the Baghdad admunis- 
tration by refraining from provocative actions and be- 
havors. Both sides should be convinced to hold a demo- 
cratic clection to fill the 3 vacant seats in the Parlia- 
ment intentionally kept open by the Baghdad admunis- 
travon in the March 24 clection for the representatives 
of the peaple living above the 36th parallel. 


5S. The United States should alo be convinced to 


the existence of Turkmens in Irag and granting them 
certain rights and guaranices can greatly contribute to 
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of Iraq ss completed, Turkey may be ready to accept the 
use of the joint military force stationed in southeastern 


TURKEY x 


inan. af expert os foreign policy, Grew aticavon to the 
recemt rapprochement between the United States and 


Jordan and sad a new Jordan-guided regime may te 
under consideravon in central irag. 


He warned of a inple confederation in Irag that may tr 
established with this ecw regime af the cenicr, a ocw 
Shute state to the south of the 324 paralic! and a Kurdish 
State to the sorth of the 36ch. 


On the subject of what could replace Operation Provide 
Comfort, the mulunational force deployed in Turkey for 
the protection of Iraqi Kurds against Saddam Husayn, 
Inan said a United Nations force backed by the Unned 
States could fill the vacuum. He said such a force would 
be deployed with the support of a UN Security Council 
decision. 


Meanwtule Ecevit had earlier warned about a Hashemutc 


(Jordaman) state in central Irag. Responding to a ques- 
tion from the TDN, [Turkish Daily News] he sad 


Turkey won't extend mandate for the Provide Comfort” 
Ecevit said that the United States was preparing alter- 


Asilturk stated that Turkey could establish border se- 
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Soysal’s office on Tuesday [16 April]. Speaking to the 
press afterwards. Soysal said that the ambassador sought 
the meeting to ask for more informauon regarding the 
DSP's recently released “Regional Security Plan.” 
President Suleyman Demirel also displayed an interest 
in the plan. 

ident was discussing the same issue with government 
ministers at the Presidential Palace. 

Ambassador al-Tikriti did not speak to the press fol- 
lowing his meeting but DSP officials said that Iraq was 
concerned about certain sections of the plan. 

human rights international monitoring body. 

During the meeting Soysal told the ambassador that the 
general perspective of the plan reflected a certain view- 
point which favored the preservation of Iraq's territorial 
imtegnty and urged the Baghdad admunistrauon to fulfill 


to put on the agenda the rights of Turkmens as well as 
the rights of Kurds. 


The Iragi Government is very much against the con- 
unuing UN trade embargo on the country, and in this 
respect it finds the DSP's plan quite positive. 


Turkey: Viimaz Warns iran Not To Interfere in 
Internal Affairs 


NC2204131096 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 
20 Apr 9% p2i 


{FBIS Translated Text) Ankara—Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz has said that “non-interference in cach other's 
internal affairs and respect for cach other's regime and 
legiumate nghts” are inalienable principles in relations 
between Turkey and Iran. 

Yilmaz yesterday received Foreign Minister ‘Ali Akhar 
Velayati, who arrived in Ankara as the guest of Foreign 
Minister Emre Gonensay. Stressing that Turkey regards 
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Iran as an important country and values it as such, 
Yilmaz said: “The close relations between the two 
countries must be considered. Although the Turkish and 
Iranian regimes are very different, we want to improve 
our relations on the basis of the principle of non- 
interference in internal affairs and respect for mutual 
rights and interests.” 


Foreign Minister Velayati said that he was “happy to 
visit Turkey, which is a fnendly country.” He also 
said that “the exchange of views al various levels is 


Uneasiness Over Israel 


It has been ascertained that Velayati informed Yilmaz 
that the agreement Turkey has signed with Israc! for 
cooperation in military training has made Iran uneasy. 
According to a source close to the mectings, Velayati 
described Israel as a hostile country. Mesut Yilmaz re- 
sponded by stressing that Turkey's right to sovereignty 
allows it to sign an agreement with any country it wants. 
He asserted: “Turkey has not interfered in Iran's deci- 
sion to improve its Cooperation with Armenia. Likewise. 
Iran must not interfere in Turkey's decision to sign a co- 
Operation agreement with a foreign country.” 

ht also has been reported that Yilmaz recalled that 
Turkey does not interfere in Iran's internal affairs 
and “clearly informed” Velayati that his country must 
reciprocate. 

Invitation to Demirel 


A high-ranking official has commented on Yilmaz's 
warning as follows: “I believe that this is the first ime 
that such a clear and strong warning has been conveyed 
to Iran in the past few years.” 


Foreign Minister Gonensay met his counterpart at 
Esenboga Airport. He described Turkey and Iran as 
great countries im the region and said: “The border 
between the two countries has not changed for many 
centuries. The relations between Turkey and Iran ac 
based on the principles of non-interference in cach 
other's internal affairs and respect for cach other's 
sovereignty and territorial integnty.~ 


Velayati said that he arrived in Ankara to invite Pres- 
dem Suleyman Demure! to attend the ceremony that will 
be held to commussion the iran-Turkmenistan railway 
line. He also said that he agrees with Emre Gonensay's 
view that “Turkey and Iran are great countries in the 
region. 

Working Luncheon 


Foreign Minister Velayat: attended a working luncheon 
with Emre Gonensay after he met Prime Minisicr Mesut 





report may conta copynghted matenal Copying and diresemimateon 
8 prohibited without permiuaon of the copynght owners 














not given—the questions are not attmbuted to the indi- 
vidual correspondents | 

[FBIS Translated Text) [ZAMAN] Syria is holding talks 
with Isracl, a country you have fought for years. Will 
Syria reach an agreement with it? Claims have been 
made that Damascus. in return for agreeing to relrnquis) 
the water resources on the Golan Heights, wants Turkey 


: 
: 
f 


The negouations have focused only on issues relaunag 
to security and borders. Nothing else 1s on the agenda. 
Syria will not agree to discuss anything cise before the 
border issue is resolved—cven if the talks last 50 years. 
Kt must not be forgotien that the Muslims foughi the 
crusaders for 200 years. 


Israel Wants To Dominate Alone 


Isracl is holding talks with the neighboring countries 
with the imtention of establishing itself as the patron of 
the region. That is its main objective. It is not interested 
in this or that part of the area. It wants to achieve what it 
failed to gain by waging war. But the Arab people will 
Oppose any agreement the administrations in the region 
conclude with Isracl and the United States. So they will! 
be forced to seek the support of Israc! and the Unied 
States against their own people. Consequently, they wil! 
cause a rift between the Arab and Islamic countries. And 
the United States and Israci will act as arbitrators. 


The kind of peace Isracl wants will allow it to become 
the dominating power in the region, economically and 
poliucally. The process has begun. A peace plan has 
been drawn up for the Middle East. It is a plan put 
forward by Isracl and u has been put into effect. 
Many Arab countries want to acquire technological 
information from Isracil. The United States has the 
technology they need. Bul it wants them to acquire i 
from Israel. lt wants them to depend on Isracl. We want 
a just, durable, and comprehensive peace in the region. 
We include the Palesuman people in the process. We do 
not want a peace that will allow Israci to dominate the 
region alone. We are not satisfied with the talks being 
held in Turkey now. Nor are we satisfied with the peace 


plan 
The Water Problem is Not on Our Agenda 


The second part of my reply is as follows: The talks 
focus on Israci’s withdrawal and issucs relating to 
security. The water problem has not been discussed 
So I have been unable to understand why the issue was 
placed on the agenda in Turkey. Unfortunately, Turkey 
has concerned itself with it for over a month for no 
reason at all. 


Claims that Syria ts using hostile Israel against fnendly 
Turkey are ridiculous. That Syria decides to cooperate 
with isracl or use it against an islamic country is out 


of the question. Isracl is an aggressive country. So we 
strongly deny the claims. 


[ZAMAN] Syria ts trying to normalize its relations with 
isracl. However, it has reacted to Turkey signing a 
military agreement with Israci. with which 1 has normal 
felations. Do you bebeve that 1s a Consistent approach’ 
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and Israeli officials indicated that a strategic pact has 
been established between the two countries. Statements 
have confirmed that. In fact, they described il as a 


expected Turkey to play an active role, it has signed 
an agreement with israci. which represents occupation, 
oppression, and exploitation. 


The agreement has made us uncasy because the planes, 
which attack our brethren in Palestine, will be able to 
use Turkey's bases and airspace. Likewise, the missile 
ships, which besiege Lebanon and Gaza, will be able 
to use Turkey's ports. They will train in Turkey and 

to attack Muslims. We are in a state of war 
. we have assessed the agreement as one 


against Syria. 


An agreement has been signed with our enemy. It will 
be recalled that the entire world, including Egypt and 
other Arab countries, opposed the US. initiative to 
conchude a military and strategic agreement with Israci. 
Considering that, the agreement between Turkey and 
israel has made the Islamic countries very uneasy. They 
have said: “You are a leading country in the region. You 


Ea 
Hae 


[ZAMAN] You have assessed the agreement between 
Turkey and Israci as being against Syria. However, 
Damascus signed a similar agreement with Greece in 
1995. Can you comment on that” 


[Al-Rifa’i] That was reported in 1995. We have denied 
the reports. The Turkish ambassador in Damascus 
informed Ankara that the reports were wrong. In fact, 
the Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman also denied the 
reports a few days ago. The situation 1s as follows: Syria 
has not given a base to any foreign country. including 


Arab countries, in its history. A strategic pact existed 
between Syria and the former Soviet Union in the past. 
ht asked for a base, but its request was denied. 

We did not give a base to Greece when that country did 
not have relations with Israel in the past. It has relations 
with Israel at the present time. So, why would we give 
it a base now? 


Israel is the only hostile country in the region. A Greek 
military plane taking off from a Greek base in Syria 
against Turkey will be regarded as a declaration of war. 
We do not have such a plan in our strategy. We have 
not considered such a plan and we will not do so in 
the future. Actually, the Greek officials do not need a 
base in Syria. They can use Cyprus, which is closer to 
Greece. It would be neither safe nor economic for Greek 
planes to use Syria's bases... 


Greece Asked, But We Refused 


[ZAMAN] There have been reports that Syria's bases 
will be used if Turkey destroys Greek air bases in south 
Cyprus. That is, Syria’s bases will be used when Greece 
needs them. 


[Al-Rifa’i] | have already said that would be tantamount 
to declaring war on Turkey. Can that be possible? A 
protocol has been signed between Syria and Greece, not 
an agreement. it provides for the exchange of military 
personnel when a military exercise is held. Turkey has 
similar agreements with foreign countries. The protocol 
does not provide for wide-ranging military cooperation 
between the two sides. The Greek defense minister 
asked for certain things. However, we excluded them 
from the protocol. They conflicted with our constitution. 
Officials in Turkey are aware that such a cooperation 
cannot be established. | want to stress that we have 
denied the reports two times. We cannot continue to 
deny every report on the matter. Syria has aot concluded 
an agreement for military cooperation against Turkey. 
Nor will it do so in the future. The common enemies 
of the two countries are among us. They are trying to 
kindle a war. They are trying to undermine the affection 
and positive thoughts the two peoples have for each 
other. 

A large number of Turkish journalists recently visited 
Syria. They reporied the affection the Syrian people 
have for their Turkish neighbors. They said: “The Syrian 
people are friendly, not thei administration.” | musi 
stress that the Syrian media organs are not allowed to 
publish any reports against Turkey. 


Ocalan Is in Al-Biga’ Valley 


[ZAMAN] Claims have been made that Workers Party 
of Kurdistan (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan lives in 
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their presence in Lebanon. Some 100,000 Kurds live in 
Lebanon. They have established 20 political parties. It 
is not difficult for Ocalan to hide among them. 


Let Us Increase Our Cooperation 


Some of the Kurds live in northern Syria. They have 
acquired residence permits. They may infiltrate Turkey 
to Carry out activities for the PKK. The border is 900- 
km long and is very difficult to control. People have 
relatives on both sides of the border. Some 2,000-3,000 


people cross the border illegally every day. We have 
taken harsh measures. But that is the situation. 


The Kurdish problem is an internal Turkish affair. We 


{Al-Rifa’i} Syria, Turkey, Iran, and Iraq are Islamic 
counties. Favorable relations between Turkey and its 
neighbors will be in their interest. The incidents and 
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months. We try to improve our relations but a crisis 
removes everything we achieve. 


The Objective ls To Establish Brotherhood Among 
Our Peoples 


Our enemies want to create hostility among our peoples, 
more so than among our governments. Can Israci stand 
on its own two feet if the Islamic peoples unite? We 
must make plans without losing hope. The achievement 
of our sacred objective requires us to make sacrifices. 
Even if we ignore our common history, culture, and 
religion, we have our common interests to consider. But 
our enemies are very strong and we readily believe in 
what they say. 


[ZAMAN] The opposition groups in Iraq held a meeting 
in Damascus a few days ago on the way to remove 
Saddam Husayn. As for the Shi'ite region and northern 
Iraq, what do they expect? 


[Al-Rifa’i] We regard Iraq neither as a Shiite nor as a 
Sunni country. As far as we are concerned, they are all 
Iraqi people. We oppose the division of Irag and we will 
use all our resources to obstruct it. Turkey, Syria, and 
Iran hold periodic meetings on the issue. Their objective 
is to obstruct the division of Irag. We do not want 
change to be imposed on Iraq. That must be decided by 
the people of Irag. I have not been informed in detail 
about the meeting in Damascus. Bul | must say it was 


held by the opposition groups in Irag, not by Syria. 
Turkey Does Not Favor Dialogue 


[ZAMAN] Why does Syria prefer to appeal to organiza- 
tions such as the Arab League on the transnational! water 
problem rather than hold direct talks with Turkey” 


[Al-Rifa’i] Turkey has not agreed to hold direct talks. 
We have met often since 1983. But the work that has 
been carried out by the tripartite (Turkey, Syria, and 
Iraq) technical committee has yielded no result. A deci- 
sion was adopted to convene a political meeting in 1993. 
The agreement was reached when President Demirel 
visited Damascus. The foreign ministers of the two 
countries were (0 meet at the end of 1994. A delega- 
tion arrived from Syria at the ume. But the mecung was 
not held. We conveyed two memorandums in the sum- 
mer of 1994. But Turkey failed to respond. The con- 
struction of the Birecik and Karkamis dams began in 
Turkey. That contaminated the transnational water. The 
water has been contaminated in two ways. Gaziantep’s 
refuse and industrial waste have contaminated the wa- 
ter. Turkey has dug a canal on its territory and asked 
us to do the same. But how will the contaminated wa- 
ter be removed? The water resources have also been 
contaminated by the irrigation in Turkey. Syria's waier 
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[ZAMAN] Do you agree that Syria's approach to the 
Asi (Orontes) River conflicts with its approach to the 
Euphrates’ water’ 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Ankara—A series of briefings 
staged by General Staff officials for political parties 
has given politicians the impression that the army 
is sensitive to anti-secularist developments and the 


possibility of a new government in which the pro- 
Islamic Welfare Party (RP) would be a coalition partner. 
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He said: “If the current coalition is ended; the possibility 
of a government with the RP would arise automatically. 
The chief of staffs office could have organized two 
separate briefings for ANAP and the DYP. Taking into 
consideration the fact that we are in power together, 
officials of the two parties were invited together. They 
(the military) may not have given a direct message but 
1, as well as many of my friends, had the impression that 
they wanted a continuation of the ANAP-DYP coalition 
partnership.” 


Meanwhile, a DSP official said that before the DSP 
briefing began, officers showed DSP leader Bulent 
Ecevit photos showing women wearing black chadors 
and veils. This was seen as a sign of the army's 
sensitivity on the secularism issue. DSP officials looked 
at the photos but did not make any comment. The same 
DSP official said: “Their sensitivity on this issue is 
common knowledge. High-ranking commanders voice 
it on every occasion anyway. But | think the chairman 
of our party was indeed impressed by those photos to 
some extent.” 


TEDAS Inquiry 


Meanwhile the motion tabled by the RP to initiate 
4 parliamentary inquiry into DYP Chairwoman Tansu 
Ciller’s activities continues to shake the ANAP-DYP 
coalition government. The RP motion claims irregu- 
larities in the awarding of tenders for Turkish Elec- 
tricity Distribution Company (IDEAS.,) projects, and 
says Ciller was responsible for these since she was 
prime munister at the ime. Ciller reportedly phoned DSP 
leader Ecevit two days ago to ask him not to support 
the RP moves. According to DSP officials, Ciller also 
asked Ecevit to alter the status of a DSP motion against 
the energy minister ai the time of the TEDAS tenders. 
Sinasi Altiner. In its present form the motion calls for 
a parliamentary inquiry, which means that if Parliament 
concludes that there are adequate grounds to formally 
accuse those concerned, the accused will be brought be- 
fore the Supreme Court. Ciller wants the motion merely 
to call for a parliamentary study of the TEDAS issue. 
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